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F,W - * Kfak met Wednesday vfth 
JJJISEESfSKilSfc®*drattone since taking power, but (be activists 
”yww to thdr demands were npK. The ttmtar 
ArehW*ep Desmond Tula and two other aafr. 
came aday after deKkAwaaced U> dedrioa 
to free righ t tong -time teenrtty primers, fndndfag serai leaden of the 
wdtomd Aftte NMfaml Cmpress CANQ. De Klerk* who became 
Ejjzj c ^™ cc *** «*«gy»« were 

i ^adarttotoarthli pledges to negofl^e * new, JmtpoBtkad system. “We 

. the fiKl that «■ South Aftfaaa into hare a 

J2ff.“M* ?»*?« *“*«* to >P«iiy when the eight 
^ooM^Mdb^refcased, tat other government effiriab arid it could be 
Nelson Mandeb, the ANC’s best-known imprisoned leader, b 
artamg Ac eight, and de He* said Us statu was not dbenssed at 
«yfW ng Mandela is widely eqpected to be released wMifa.*^* 1 
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Troops open fire in Karabakh 

MOSCOW (K)— Soviet troops opened flR after betog attacked whh stones 

and banting rifles in the deputed area of NbgpraoHKarahak, UHug oae 
i and fajark - six more, local officials said Watoesdij. An ngPctet oC 


one officer were also hart hi the taddoot hi* Tnesdafal^i. “The soldbn 

opened Ore became people started throwing atones and dooihg. They 
bare babicdons to open Ore la mp O M C to shooting,” be toU Battn 
from Stepmfecrt, capital of Nsgwwo-Karabakb- Tendon in the nhtife 

region, whkb one offidri said threatened to become another Lebanon, h 

rsnahg high with an mresohtd id blockade and the dtecorery of flfcrit 


Mfektry cadets, were eadhg thdr doty tear and beading for an airport in 
Hnmbad when they were attacked. But a me mber of the Karabakh 
committee, which wants to spBt off the predominantly Armenian enclave 
from Attrbmjna* said the troops opened (he Cor no reason after setting off 
a signal Bare. 
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Regent: Parliament will 
build comprehensive system 


5 .-/-- 


AMMAN (Petra) ■— His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, said Wednesday that 
the resumption of parliamentary 
life in Jordan was a step on the 
path of building a comprehensive 
institutionalised system and 
drawing up legislation capable of 
dealing with the constant de- 
^ velopments in the country. 

Addressing a celebration held 
Wednesday at Hussein Youth Ci¬ 
ty’s Palace of Culture to mark the 
Prophet Mohammad’s birthday, 
the Regent said that “the chal¬ 
lenges racing us calls for a change 
in the patterns of behaviour and 
entering a new stage.” Integrated 
and organised institutions and 
conscious citizens are the pillars 
of any healthy change, he said. 

“Well never get lost as long as 
we resort to institutional dialogue 
because such a dialogue serves as a 
means for reaching the right and 
leaving away the flamming pas¬ 
sions and hateful fanaticism,” he 
said. 

Jordan, “whose soil was wet 
with the blood of a number of the 
companions of the Prophet 
Mo hamm ad, has become a resent 
* for many people who have come 
to it to live freely and with 
dignity.” 


Pluralism in Jordan, Prince 
Hassan said, exists within the 
context of conciliation and unity. 
He pointed out that patience, 
transcending all differences and 
contradictions, adherence to the 
right and fending off oppression 
and injustice, are the pfflars of 
the rule in Jordan. “All these 
factors have transformed plural¬ 
ism into might and enhanced 
cohesion and solidarity,” he said. 
“They also contributed to en¬ 
riching experiences and streng¬ 
thening capacities, thus helping 
to make up for the shortage of 
resources m the country.” 

“Constructive pluralism consti¬ 
tutes a source of might and pow¬ 
er, bat destructive pluralism is a 
factor of split and division, which 
can be exploited by the enemies' 
and malicious people who har¬ 
bour bad intentions for this coun¬ 
try,” he said. 

Prince Hassan stressed that the 
normal relation between the ruler 
and die subjects “is based on 
trust, honesty and mutual confi¬ 
dence.” He emphasised the im¬ 
portance of responsible dialogue 
m creating such normal and 
strong relations, saying that such 
a dOogue, if it is to be useful, “has 
its own language which we should 


learn and its own approach which 
we should follow.” 

“Some of the features of such a 
dialogue are that it is direct, 
frank, objective and free from 
any personal interests.” 

Prince Hassan called for deriv¬ 
ing the lessons from the occasion 
of the Prophet’s birthday and to 
utilise them in solving the prob¬ 
lems and challenges. 

It is high time we learnt from 
the essence of the Islamic law and 
fatwa issued by our good ances¬ 
tors to deal with specific situa¬ 
tions,” he said. However, he 
said, provisions are not rigid but 
are flexible and thus should be 
well-conceived. 

Other speakers cm the occasion 
were Awqaf Minister Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz A1 Khayyat, General 
Mufti of Jordan Iraeddin A1 Kha- 
tib. Royal C ommiss i o n for Jeru¬ 
salem Affairs Chairman Akram 
Znaiter and Armed Forces Mufti 
Nooh Sulaiman. 

Zuaiter called on the Arab 
Nation to support the Palestinian 
uprising to enable the people 
there to resist Israeli plans to 
evict them from their homeland. 

Sheikh Khatib touched upon 
the elections in his speech and 
called oh all voters and candi¬ 



dates to work hand-in-hand to 
achieve common objectives and 
to counter the challenges facing 
the country. 

Khatib stressed the importance 
of unity and faithful work and 
called for fending off hatred and 
differences which harm the in¬ 
terests of the whole nation. 

The celebration was attended 
by Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah and Prince Faisl, Upper 
House of Parliament Ahmad 
Lawzi, His Majesty King Hus¬ 
sein’s special advisor Amer 
Kh anunash, Chief Chamb erlain 
Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Interior 
Minister Salem Masaadeh, 
Cabinet ministers, the chief Isla¬ 
mic justice, the speaker of the 
Palestine National Council and 
senior officials. 
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Court martial for Petra Bank scam 


By P.V. Yfrcfcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The military gov¬ 
ernor has cleared the way for 
court martiais for all those in¬ 
volved in the Petra Bank affair, 
with charges ranging from fraud 
and embezzlement to misuse of 
funds and speculation against 
the Jordanian dinar. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said Tuesday Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shak¬ 
er, m his capacity as military 
governor, had ordered trial by 
the martial law authorities for 
“anybody, a bank, employee, 
client or accomplice, who is 
found involved, directly or in¬ 
directly. in fraud, embezzle¬ 
ment. misuse of credit facilities, 
unjustified spending of the 
bank’s foods, and speculation 
against the dinar and in the 
Amman Financial Market.” 

The news agency did not give 
any further detail of the case 
involving Jordan's third largest 
commercial bank, but said the 
military prosecutor general had 
decided to set up a special panel 
to conduct investigations as 
soon as posable. 

Petra quoted Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Sami Al Nabulsi 
as saying tint the CBJ was 
putting all documents and evi¬ 
dence it has on the case at the 
disposal of the court to allow 
the court to “reach a just and 


fair derision on the responsibili¬ 
ties of tiie people who were in 
charge of the (Petra Bank) 
administration once its estab¬ 
lishment and who brought the 
bank'to this dangerous situa¬ 
tion^ ... 

Nabulsi also said that the 
decision taken in last August by 
the government’s Economic 
Security Committee to take 
control of Petra Bank and Jor¬ 
dan Gulf Bank and to merge 
the two banks had “positive 
results.” He renewed the gov¬ 
ernment’s commitment to pro¬ 
tect and honour the deposits of 
tire clients of the two banks, 
whether in local or foreign cur¬ 
rency. 

In the dearest yet indication 
of the magnitude erf the Petra 
Bank affair, Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh said Monday 
that the problem was “much 
worse than what we had envis¬ 
aged." 

Investigations undertaken af¬ 
ter the government took con¬ 
trol of tire two banks in August 
had unveiled that at least $68 
million were unaccounted for in 
circuitous operations involving 
Petra Bank, its absconding 
chairman Ahmad Chalaby, his 
brother Hazem Chalaby, two 
Jordan-based firms owned by 
the Chalabys and two other 
Chalaby-owned financial in¬ 
stitutions based in Geneva as 
well as Petra Bank Internation¬ 
al, Washington, an affiliate of 


Petra Bank, Jordan. 

The two Jordan-based com¬ 
panies, which Jardaneh identi¬ 
fied as Abhara Trading and 
Rimal Trading, had borrowed a 
total of $60 miffion from Petra 
Bank ami its affiliates but the 
transactions were not recorded, 
Jardaneh said in the first sub¬ 
stantive official comments on 
tiie case. The funds were 
transferred on (Ahmad) Cha- 
laby*s instructions,” Jardaneh 
said. “But they were not re¬ 
corded in Petra bank books.” 

In addition, Chalaby himself, 
who left Jordan under myste¬ 
rious rixcumstances shortly af¬ 
ter the takeover and remains 
outside the country, bad gra¬ 
dually withdrawn funds to the 
tune of $8 millio n since 1960 
from the two Geneva-based in¬ 
stitutions, Mebco, which is 
under liquidation, and Socofi,' 
according to the minister. The 
withdrawals were purportedly 
in favour of Petra Bank Am¬ 
man, but again without records, 
Jardaneh said. 

Rejecting Ahmad Chalaby’s 
cl aims in the international 
mafia that Petra Bank was not 
in the danger of insolvency at 
the time of the takeover, Jar- 
daneb said tire bank was bor¬ 
rowing from tire CBJ “in Jorda¬ 
nian dinars and sending the 
money abroad to support (its) 
operations outride Jordan.” He 
said the takeover decision came 
when it was found that Petra 


Bank borrowings from the CBJ 
were funnelled out of the coun¬ 
try and tiie bank was unable to 
meet with a requirement that 
all commercial banks deposit 35 
per cent of their foreign ex¬ 
changes with tiie CBJ. 

Petra Bank could not “pro¬ 
vide a single dollar... or an 
explanation,” Jardaneh said. 

According to “well-informed 
bankers" quoted by the Finan¬ 
cial Times, tiie group of com¬ 
panies and banking institutions 
built up by the Chalabys may 
have accumulated losses of 
more than $250 million inside 
and outside Jordan. 

Jardaneh said tire CBJ had 
pumped money to support Pet¬ 
ra Bank after tire takeover. He 
<fid not disclose any figures, but 
reaffirmed that the government 
was determined to protea the 
bank’s depositor?. 

Chalaby, who’is believed to 
be somewhere in the Far East, 
has been railing up tiie Finan¬ 
cial Times in London, several 
American newspapers and in¬ 
ternational news agencies, in¬ 
cluding the Reuters office in 
Amman, to lay counter-claims 
to the charges levelled against 
him. In an obvious reference to 
statements attributed to the Ira¬ 
qi-born banker, Jardaneh said 
Monday that Chalaby had re¬ 
ceived sympathetic treatment in 
the foreign press, but added: 
“He does not deserve it” 


Likud launches bid to 
torpedo Baker plan 


- TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Hard-. 
line r; in Israeli Prime Minis ter 
Yitzhak Shamir’s Likud bloc be¬ 
gan a drive Wednesday to try to 
force the government to reject a 
U.S.-sponsored meeting of 
Israeli, Egyptian and American 
officials that could lead to Israeli- 
PaJestinian talks. 

The hardliners, led by three 
Likud cabinet ministers, said 
acceptance of the plan pot for¬ 
ward by U-S. Secretary of State 
James Baker would result in 
pressure on Israel to agree to 
talks with the Palestine Libexa- 
non Organisation (PLO) and 
** swapping territory for peace. 

Baker has proposed that 
Israeli, Egyptian and American 
! officials meet in Washington to 
; work out. tire terms for IsraeB- 
Pates&man talks in Cairo. 

“ft seems to me that Bakers 
invofrCBient will lead to a very ' 
heavy and unnecessary hand, 
one of the hardliners. Economic 
Minister Yitzhak Modai, told 
Israel radio. „ , 

“What will be the fate of 
‘Judea and Samaria* (the west 
Bank)? This is tire key question,” 

* he said. “Th* position of 

- Uknd * that Judea, Samana and 

Gan arc jaot of the land of 
fa rad 1 .” 

Hie Lifcttd harffioM *.& by Indus¬ 


try Minister Arid Sharon, called an 
informal meeting of the party’s gov¬ 
erning central committee Wednesday 
night to bmkl opposition to Bakers 
proposal. 

Tchi^I radio tfiM Shamir was 

asked the rebels to cancel the session, 
saying it would complicate thepofitio- 
al process. 

Baker put forward his proposal 
after the 12-member, dednon-mak- 
ing inner cabinet split Friday along 
party fines and rej ect e d an Egyptian 
offer to host Israefi-Pale s t inian talks 
ini Cairo. 

Shimon Peres, the Labour Party 
leader and finance minister, said the 
Baker proposal was amflar to the 
Egyptian proposal and Ins party is 
wiHmg to acoept both. 

Brad radio broadcast what it said 
was the five-print U.S. framework. 

'Reporting from Washington, the 
radio said the five points were: 

— All sides agree thatsrIsraeB- 
Pakstiman dialogue must be hdd. 

— Egypt will consult Palestinians 
on the composition of the Palestinian 
delegation but wfil not speak on their 
behalf. 

— farad will attend a Cairo meet¬ 
ing only if h is satisfied with the 
composition of tiie Palestinian de¬ 
legation. 

—TTte Oiro meeting wiH focus oo 
Israel’s election proposals bat Palesti¬ 
nians may mac other matter* . 

— The foreign mhdsters of Egypt 
and farad may meet Baker to cmp- 

dilute efforts. 


Syrian MiG-23 
lands in Israel 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Israel 
said Wednesday a Syrian air force 
plot had defected to tire Jewish 
state with a Soviet-made MiG-23 
fighter plane, but Damascus said 
the plane had made an emergen¬ 
cy landing -in Israel because of 
mechanical problems. 

The p2ot, who was on a train¬ 
ing mission, “defected” to Israel 
by flying over tire Golan Heights 
and landing at a civilian air field 
in Israel’s north, the Israeli army 
said. But Syria said the pilot did 
not defect and asked the Red 
Gross to assist in his return. 

“This mooting a Syrian pitot 
escaped from Syria with his 
plane, a MiG-23, and be landed 
safely in I&aeL ...The pilot is 
safe,” Raanan Gissin, an Israeli 
army spokesman, said. 

“He defected to Israel and 
that’s a fact,” Gissin said, adding 
that it appeared to be “for per¬ 
sonal reasons.” 

The aircraft was “detected by 
the Israeli air force and landed 
here,’ Gissin said. 

Herefused to answer questions 
-about whether the Syrian craft 
was escorted by faraefi aircraft or 
penetrated sophisticated air de¬ 
fences as it crossed the Golan 
Jfeigbts. 

The pitot, identified as a 34-year- 


rid bachelor, Adel Basem, land¬ 
ed before noon (1000 GMT) at an 
airfield used by crop dusting 
planes at Megiddo, 90 kilometres 
north of occupied Jerusalem, an 
army communique said. 

Israel Radio said a second Sy¬ 
rian MiG-23 landed near the 
Egyptian Mediterranean port of 
Alexandria. 

In Damascus, a senior official 
said a Syrian MiG-23 had made 
an emergency landing in Israel 
because of mechanical problems. 
He said Syria had asked the Red 
Cross to arrange tire return of the 
pilot 

The official made no mention 
of a second jet and Egypt denied 
that a Syrian plane had land ed 
there. 

Israeli military experts said the 
. advanced version of the MiG-23 
could provide valuable informa¬ 
tion for the Zionist state and the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa¬ 
tion (NATO). 

The MiG-23 is a single-seat, 
swing-wing fighter bomber. It has 
a range of 850 kilometres and can 
carry up to S«000 Idtomgramznes 
in bombs and missiles. 

It is a mainstay of Syria’s air 
feme, though the country also has 
tiie Soviet’s most advanced craft, 
tire MiG-29. 


Israeli split blocks 
peace process — King 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

OTTAWA — The political para¬ 
lysis resulting from the split in 
Israel’s coalition government is 
impeding progress in efforts to 
settle the Palestinian problem. 
His Majesty King Hussein said 
Wednesday. 

The King, addressing a joint 
session of the Canadian partia- 
ment on the second day of a state 
visit to Canada, said that the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) had meanwhile fulfil¬ 
led all the prerequisites to 
achieve a peaceful settlement of 
the conflict. 

’The only remaining obstacles 
to a just peace is Israel's inability 
to reach a decision on the future 
of tiie Arab territories it has 
occupied by force for over 20 
years,” the King said. 

Without naming any party in 
the Israeli coalition government 
dominated by the hardline right- 
wing Likud and the left-of-centre 
Labour Party, King Hussein, the 
first Arab leader to address a 
joint session of the Canadian 
parliament, said: “At present one 
half of tiie Israeli governing coali¬ 
tion favours a territorial com¬ 
promise. Tire other half looks for 
ways to fulfil its avowed pledge 
to annex the territories, albeit in 
a camouflaged way to avoid re¬ 
gional and international repercus¬ 
sions:” 

“Unable to achieve more than the 
lowest common denominator of poli¬ 
tical consensus, the Israeli govern¬ 
ment tries to mire the peace process 
in debates over modalities and proce¬ 
dures in order to gain time and 
forestall the moment of dedsfon,” 
said the King, who arrived here Tues¬ 
day along with Her Majesty Queen 
Noor and senior advisers. 

The King said- the Israeli plan for 
Palestinian elections in the occupied 
territories was convoluted and wel¬ 
comed Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak’s 10-point proposal as com¬ 
plementary to die plan. 

The Mubarak plan, the Gog said, 
“is not an alternative plan nor is a set 
of preconditions for dialogue.” 

“The peace plan, as approved by 
die Israeli gove rn ment in May, called 
for Egypt’s ayastanre and the 10 
points have in the spirit of the prop¬ 
osed process,” he said. “We believe 


that the Mubarak proposals consti¬ 
tute a helpful vehicle to advance the 
peace process. Ironically, we now see 
the iwoft h' prime nt’piwer trying to 
derail the very process which he 
rfaims as his own brainchild." 

Regardless of everything, the King 
said, the question that remained was: 
“Does Land accept the application of 
U.N. Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338 to the Arab territories 
that it now occupies as they were 
applied to Sinai?” 

The path towards an international 
peace conference on the Middle East 
will be open if Israel “were to accept 
dris principle (of Resolution 242),” 
the King added. 

Turning to Lebanon, the King de¬ 
scribed the latest Arab mediation 
efforts to end the cml war there as 
e&oounmng said: “We hope sin¬ 
cerely that the decision to form the 
Lebanese security wwwmimw wiQ be 
Implemented, and that die committee 
win receive the cooperation of all 
parties concerned,” _ 

On the Iran-Iraq situation after 
years of war, the King said: 
/e are very keen to prevent the 
ceasefire between Iraq and Iran from 
becoming a hdl, in which the two 
sides catch their breath in preparation 
for the next round.” 

“Each one of these confects — the 
Lebanese problem and the Gulf war 



beasive, 
is imperative 
hy to help in tins pursuit,” the King 
said. 

It was the second speech delivered 
by the King in Ottawa after bis 
arrival. In bis first speech, at a ban¬ 
quet hosted by Canada's Governor 
General Jeanne Sauve', the King 
reviewed the situation in the Middle 
East conflict, and _ emphasised Jor¬ 
dan's “co mmi tment to, and involve¬ 
ment in the extensive international 
and regional attempts to formulate an 
acceptable approach that could 
bring peace to an area whose people 
have suffered for too long.” 

“Jordan’s decision to sever legal 
and administrative ties with the occu¬ 
pied West Bank... -allowed the 
people and their PLO 
to assume their responsi¬ 
bility and embark on a realistic and 
pragmatic course,” he said. “Regrett¬ 
ably, the far-reaching and brave deci¬ 
sions taken by the PLO leadership 
were only met, so far, by Israeli 
rejection and intrasigence.” 

The 22-month-old Palestinian up¬ 
rising “is the only natural course 
defined by the logic of the human 
condition in which the right to self- 
determination is inalienable," the 
King said. 


On Lebanon, the King reaffirmed 
s up port for the efforts exerted by the 
tripartite Arab mediation co mmi ttee 
and said that the Lebanese “must be 
given an o ppo rt uni ty to embark on a 
process of national reconciliation and 
social system without any outside 
interference, to restore all the legrti* 
mate sovereignty of the state over aU 
Lebanese territory.” 

The King paid tribute to Canada's 
“support for tire efforts to seek a 
peaceful resolution to international 
and regional conflicts.” 

* He voiced satisfaction with the 
growth of Jordanian-Canadian rela¬ 
tions and cooperation, and expressed 
hope that “this cooperation wfll be 
strengthened to our mutual benefits.” 

In another address, delivered later 
Wednesday at the University or Otta¬ 
wa, die King made a brief review of 
the developments in tiie Middle East 
over the past decades and underfilled 
that there had been a “substantive 
change in Palestinian thinking 
(which) must be examined very care¬ 
fully” 

“The Palestinians have made a 
historic compromise,” he said. “They 
have set aside the dream of regaining 
a homeland in the whole of mandated 
Palestine and are now willing to 
accept an independent Pales tinian 
state in less than a third of that 
area...” 

Jordan’s decision to disengage from 
die West Bank has led to a situation 
where'“the future of the West Bank 
and Gaza must now be determined 
through negotiations between the im¬ 
mediately concerned,” the King said. 
,r We makenodaim to (he territories 
but stand ready to assist the Palesti¬ 
nians in any way we can.” 

Welcoming die improvement in su¬ 
perpower relations and its positive 
impact on regional conflicts, the King 
said: “The sad fact remains that the 


Middle East has yet to experience the 
exhilaration that pro gre ss on interact- 
abfe issues can bang to war-torn 
reeiotts hungry for peace mid sta-- 

King also referred to 
international issues such as 
World debt and development and the 
threat to the environment. 

Stressing the scarcity of water re¬ 
sources in the Middle East was a 
common adversity which warrants 
that the wiser course “would be to 
(see them) as a further incentive to 
peace, so that cooperation can re¬ 
place, competition, and all nations can 
share this most preaons of resources, 
in a manner more beneficial to ail,” 
the King said. 

Despite the feet that the regional as 
well as international situations were 
conducive, little progress has been 
made towards peace in the Middle 
East because of internal Israeli differ¬ 
ences. die King said. 

Pointing oat that opunoa polls have 
indicated that over half die Israeli 
people are not adamantly opposed to 
negotiating with the PLO, tbe King 
lamented that “die Israeli govern¬ 
ment has la gged hehmd international 
consensus and, to a certain 
behind public opinion within 
itself.” 

“I believe that the peace process 
has been frustrated by the lack of 
clarity resulting from fsraeTs indeci¬ 
sion,” he said- “I believe that once 
the Israeli government comes to grips 
with the objective conditions ananew 
realities ...to the possibility of rapid 
progress in the search for peace in the 
Middle East will be greatly en¬ 
hanced,” he said. 

The King renewed the call for an 
international peace conference on the 
Middle East as the forum for Arab- 
Israeli negotiations and pointed out 
that progress made on resolving the 
Arab-Israeli confect “wiH have a 
hugely beneficial effect on other un¬ 
resolved conflicts in the region...” 

The King and Canadian Prime 
Minister Brian Matron ey opened for¬ 
mal talks Wednesday. Tbe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said the meet¬ 
ing was held at the King’s residence in 
Ottawa before noon Wednesday. 

poring the meeting, attended by 
delegations from both sides and 
which included a working hmch, the 
King presented a d e tailed presenta¬ 
tion of the Jordanian stand to wa r ds 
Middle East issues while Mulroney 
voiced the readiness of his country to 
perform any role possible to advance 
the Middle East peace process as wdl 
as efforts to resolve the Lebanese 
confect. 

The King also met with Canadian 
opposition leader John Tomer. 


Deadlock threatens Lebanese parley 


TAIF (Agencies) — A deadlock 
over Syria’s military presence in 
Lebanon Wednesday threatened 
to undermine a meeting of 
Lebanese legislators struggling 
for a settlement to their country’s 
sectarian bloodshed, fuelled by 
foreign interventions. 

Sixty-three parliamentarians, 
33 Chnstians and 30 Muslims, are 
in Taif seeking a peace plan in 
dosed-door meetings that began 
12 days ago. The 10 other surviv¬ 
ing members of the 99-seat house 
have failed to attend. 

“They were making slow prog¬ 
ress but when it came to the 
crunch, each faction raced in up¬ 
ping its demands to the hflt 
again,” said one of the sources 
speaking on condition he not be 
named. 

_ Hardline Christians opposed to 
Damascus had conceded that a 
quick Syrian withdrawal would 
leave a security vacuum and allow 
unruly mfHtias to take control of 
70 per cent of Lebanon now 
under Syrian control. 

Bnt they insisted that six 
months was enough to restore 
government authority, deman¬ 
ding written guarantees for a total 
Syrian withdrawal from the coun¬ 
try at the end of that period. 

Edmond Rizk, a Christian par¬ 
liamentarian, said any agreement 
in Taif will need “recourse to 
dements that carry weight in the 
Lebanese arena.” 

“This is vital, because the par¬ 
ties on the ground are more 
concerned than anyone else with 
tbe armed conflict,” he added, 
referring to the Muslim and 
rhmtian militias. 

Muslim parliamentarian have 
confronted the Christian de¬ 
mands by upping proposals for 
stripping the president, tradi¬ 
tionally a Maronite Catholic, of 
more powers. 

Rizk commented: “We are de¬ 
termined that the president must 
be a president in the meaning erf 
the word... not because he be¬ 
longs to this sect or feat, bnt 


because be is president of 
Lebanon.” 

Muslims, who had reluctantly 
accepted that the president also 
holds the post of commander in 
chief of the armed forces, with¬ 
drew their consent in recent days 
as the arguments increased over 
Syria's role. 

'The Christians are arguing 
against a proposal for a phased 
Syrian pullout from Beirut to be 
completed in two years, with no 
firm guarantees or timetable for a 
total evacuation from the rest of 
the country. 

On Tuesday acting Speaker of 
Parliament Hussein Al Husseini 
suspended meetings because of 
the wide gap between Muslims 
and Christians on the balance of 
power between president, Sunni 
Muslim prime minister, cabinet 
and legislature. 

But Wednesday deputies said 
informal overnight contacts had 
paved the way for new meetings, 
possibly Thursday. 

“We managed to loosen some 
of the knots, ” a sleepy member of 
parliament said. 

Despite delays and setbacks, 
parliamentarians say they have 
not despaired of success. 

“I thought of packing my bags 
and flying back to Beirut bnt tbe 
weight of die Arab commitment 
to foe talks made me change my 
mind,” a former prime minister 
told Reuters. 

The talks are part of an Arab- 
sponsored peace process which 
last month aided six months of. 
between army chief 
si Aoun’s mainly Christian 
army and Syrian troops an allied 
leftist and Muslim allies. 

A Beirut diplomatic source 
.said Aoun felt'his anti-Syrian 
strategy as increasingly vindi¬ 
cated foe nearer foe Taif talk* 
came to a breakdown. 

Tbe diplomatic source said 
Aoun felt confident that be could 
get the U.N. to intervene against 
Syria if foe Taif talks failed but 
Aoun believed the fighting would 


not break out immediately. 

He said most Western powers, 
in fine with the Saudi request for 
assistance, were telling Aoun foe 
Taif talks were a last chance for 
peace and be should cooperate to 
help them succeed. 

Syria said Wednesday the Taif 
meeting was “the last chance to 
save Lebanon from nig h tmare 
and terror.” 

' The official newspaper Tishrin 
said foe presence of Syria's 
33,000 troops was “necessary to 
ensure stability and security in 
the country.” 

The diplomatic source said 
Aoun made dear, however, he 
would not compromise on any¬ 
thing to do with Lebanese 
sovereignty and a timetable for a 
withdrawal. 

“Syria, if it wants, can make a 
strong case for blaming Aoun for 


any failure in Taif. The commit¬ 
tee's work on the political re¬ 
forms is making no headway be¬ 
cause foe Chris tians say they can¬ 
not agree to anything before the 
withdrawal issue,” he said. 

One deputy said it should be 
dear Saturday how much longer 
the talks would continue. 

Syrian troops have been in 
Lebanon since 1976 under an 
Arab League peacekeeping man¬ 
date. Christian leader Michel 
Aoun charges Damascus violated 
its mandate by backing the Mus¬ 
lims in foe civil war. 

The Muslims and Syria have 
insisted that Damascus should 
withdraw its troops only after a 
political settlement of the dvfl 
war has been achieved. 

The Christians have insisted on 
guarantees for a Syrian pullout 
within six months 
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Cairo coffee shop talks focus on 
desire for Palestinian statehood 


Rocket hits bus station in 
Kabul killing 23 


By Sara Al Gammal 

Renter 

CAIRO — Cairo's dimly-lit cof¬ 
fee houses have become back- 
street talk shops where Arabs 
from the Israeli-ruled territories 
met the PLO to thrash out 
strategy to achieve Palestinian 
statehood. 

'‘We have learned how Israelis 
think,” one leader from the occu¬ 
pied West Bank said. He asked 
not to be named. 

“That is why it is very impor¬ 
tant for us to relay this to oar 
representatives (abroad) so we 
can coordinate policies.” 

The coffee shop conferences 
are a world apart from the table- 
top talks which frequently char¬ 
acterise efforts at Middle East 
diplomacy in government minis¬ 
tries or plush hotels. 

But the debate, which often 
goes on until dawn, is every bit as 


Amnesty 
appeals to 
Somalia 
to change 
rights law 

LONDON (AP) — Amnesty In¬ 
ternational appealed Tuesday to 
the government of Somalia to 
mark the 20th anniversary of 
President Moh ammad Siad Bar- 
re’s coming to power with major 
legal changes to safeguard human 
rights. 

The international human rights 
group said it has been concerned 
for several years for the East 
African nation about which it has 
documented a persistent pattern 
of gross violations. 

These include imprisonment of 
prisoners of conscience, torture 
and ill-treatment, detention with¬ 
out trial and unfair trials, extra¬ 
judicial executions and the use of 
the death penalty, it said. 

Amnesty International called 
Somalia to scrap national security 
laws that ban some forms of 
legitimate freedom of expression, 
that provide for indefinite deten¬ 
tion without trial and have per¬ 
mitted “grossly unfair” political 
trials ending in death sentences. 

It said impartial investigations 
into alleged extrajndicial execu¬ 
tions were urgent, as were safe¬ 
guards to prevent more sue* ex¬ 
ecutions. 

Hie human rights group said 
that in late 1988 and again this 
year the government released 
hundreds of political prisoners, 
but other suspected government 
opponents and political prisoners 
remain detained, including two 
who have been jailed for more 
than 10 years. 

An Amnesty International de¬ 
legation visited Somalia in June 
for the first time in 20 years, and 
said it received assurances from 
Siad Barre and other government 
officials that they would cooper¬ 
ate in protecting human rights. 

However, Amnesty said, sever¬ 
al prominent government critics 
were arrested July 13 in Moga¬ 
dishu, the capital. They included 
Ismail Jumaale Ossobleh, a 
lawyer known for his defence of 
political prisoners, and Abdul 
Kadir Aden Abdullah Osman, a 
former cabinet minister and son 
of Somalia’s first president. 

Both are being held without 
charge or trial in the National 
Services Headquartes in Moga¬ 
dishu. Amnesty International 
said it regards them as prisoners 
of conscience. 


lively. 

The visitors — from the terri¬ 
tories or from Tunis where the 
PLO has its headquarter — 
change hotels frequently for 
security reasons and seldom say 
openly where they can be found. 

Egypt has been trying to per¬ 
suade Israel to accept an invita¬ 
tion to the first direct Palestinian- 
Israeli talks. 

Israeli officials said Tuesday 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker has invited the Israeli and 
Egyptian foreign ministers to 
Washington to break the Middle 
East stalemate. 

Egyptian officials have refused 
to comment on the proposed 
three-way meeting following 
Israel’s rejection last Friday of 
Che Egyptian offer to host Israeli- 
Palestinian talks. 

Ten years after its peace treaty 
with Israel prompted an Arab 


boycott, Egypt has reemerged at 
the forefront of international 
attempts to solve the Palestinian 
issue. 

The only Arab state to make 
peace with Israel, Egypt is closely 
allied to the United States and 
enjoys warm links with Yasser 
Ararat’s Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Arafat is a frequent visitor, and 
has a number of relatives living 
permanently here. 

Didn’t the presence of an 
Israeli embassy deter Palestinians 
from using Egypt as a meeting- 
place? 

“We feel at home in Egypt,” 
said one Palestinian lawyer from 
Gaza. “It has a soothing effect on 
us. The Egyptian authorities are 
very unders tanding and bend 
over backwards to help.” 

The rapprochement between 
Egypt and the Palestinians living 


in tile Israeli-ruled territories 
dates back to the start of the 
ititifpda (npriring) against Israeli 
rule in December J$87. 

The Egyptian embassy in Tel 
Aviv played a key role in helping 
Palestinians get permission to 
leave the occupied territories to 
visit Egypt, the visitors said. 

“I think the Israelis axe pre¬ 
pared to turn a blind eye (to the 
Palestinians’ presence in Cairo) 
every now and then, if only for 
the sake of their international im¬ 
age,” said one viator. 

Some Palestinians said the 
PLO paid their bills if they could 
not afford to stay in Cairo out of 
their own pockets. 

"The fact that the Israeli flag 
fiies over its embassy in Egypt 
doesn’t bother ns,” said a Palesti¬ 
nian. “After all, the Israelis are 
everywhere in the occupied terri¬ 
tories.” 


Americans would help Kuwait 
if attacked — U.S. commander 


KUWAIT (R) — The head of 
U.S. forces in the Gulf said 
Wednesday the United States 
would probably go to the rescue 
of Kuwait if it were attacked. 

“I think (we would respond) 
just as when Kuwait came to us 
and asked us for help with the 
tankers,” said General H. Nor¬ 
man Schwarzkopf, commander- 
in-chief of the U.S. Central Com¬ 
mand,' referring to the reflagging 
and escort of Kuwaiti tankers at 
the height of the Gnlf war. 

“I think exactly the same situa¬ 
tion would exist in the event of an 
attack on Kuwait by anyone. If 
Kuwait came to the United States 
and asked for our help I think the 
United States would help,” he 
told a news conference. 

“But there is no formal alliance 
or agreement or anything like 


that... I don’t think we need 
that,” he added. 

Kuwait came under Iranian 
missile attack daring the war until 
the 1988 ceasefire. 

Schwarzkopf had been asked to 
verify press reports that the Un¬ 
ited States had pledged to assist 
Kuwait if attacked. 

Kuwait backed Iraq during its 
war with Iran and diplomats said 
it was now hoping to convert the 
goodwill generated into an agree¬ 
ment to chart their common 
borders. 

During the eight-year-long Gulf 
war, Iran fired missiles at ships in 
Kuwaiti anchorages and raided its 
vessels plying the Gulf. 

In response to a plea from 
Kuwait, the United States reflag¬ 
ged 11 Kuwaiti tankers rmder the 
Stars and Stripes and provided 


naval convoy escorts through the 
waterway. 

Since the ceasefire, the United 
States has gradually reduced its 
Gulf presence from a peak of 
more than 30 warships to about 
10 . 

Schwarzkopf said the United 
States would further reduce the 
size of its fleet, but would main¬ 
tain a presence in the Gulf. 

"Hie principal problem is that 
there is no war, no peace,” he 
said, but added that the situation 
in Iran looked more stable. 

Several rounds of talks be¬ 
tween Iran and Iraq have ended 
in deadlock and the nations’ 
armies still face ear* other across 
a no-man’s-)and along their 
mutual border monitored by 
U.N. peacekeepers. 


Bonn cannot confirm Libyan missile report 


BONN (R)—West Germany has 
said it could not confirm that 100 
West German engineers were 
helping Libya to develop missiles 
capable of hitting targets in North 
Africa. 

Britain's Sunday Correspon¬ 
dent newspaper reported that 100 
West Germans were in a «>mp in 
the Libyan desert taking part in 
the project, code-named IttisaXt. 

“The federal government can¬ 
not confirm the figure given in 
the press that around 100 Ger¬ 
man technicians are working on a 
missile project in Libya,” Econo¬ 
mics Minister Helmut Haussmann 
said in a statement. “It does not 
have such information.” 


The Sunday Correspondent, in 
its latest edition, quoted U.S. 
intelligence sources as saying the 
missiles would have a range of up 
to 720 kilometres, putting Egypt,. 
Chad and even a NATO base in 
Sicily within their range. 

Haussmann said that as for as 
Bonn knew, rockets being tested 
in Libya did not have such a long 
range. "Trials there achieved dis¬ 
tances of less than 100 
kilometres,” he said. 

The statement did not say 
where the West German informa¬ 
tion came from. 

The British paper said the pro¬ 
ject was in a research and de¬ 
velopment stage. Apart from 


conventional warheads, the mis¬ 
siles were also being designed to 
carry chemical weapons. 

On Monday, the chief West 
German public prosecutor in 
Munich, Friedrich Bethke, de¬ 
nied he had told the paper he was 
investigating whether West Ger¬ 
man companies were involved in 
a Libyan missile project. 

Bethke said there was no such 
investigation and the remarks in 
the report had been the result of a 
misunderstanding. 

Haussmann sard the state pro¬ 
secutor had been investigating 
other claims for some time that 
parts for missiles had been illegal¬ 
ly delivered to Libya. 


Iranian paper blasts Turkey 
for expelling Muslim preacher 


NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian 
newspaper has criticised Turkey 
for deporting a Muslim preacher 
and said Tehran should not trust 
Ankara's secular government. 

“This gesture by the Turkish 
government is not itf first anti- 
Islamic, anti-Iranian gesture, nor 
is it the least likely to be its last,” 
the Iranian News Agency 
(IRNA) quoted the daily Jomhuri 
Eslami as saying. 

“What ranks more important 
than that is for the Islamic Re¬ 
public (of Iran) to watch her 
north western neighbour more 
vigilantly and remember that the 
secular regime in Turkey... is not 
to be trusted.” 

Hojatoleslam Sabri Hamedani, 
prayer leader of an Iranian mos¬ 
que in Istanbul, was put on a bus 


by Turkish security forces Friday 
after be attacked Saudi Arabia 
for executing 16 Shi’ite Muslim 
Kuwaitis for exploding bombs in 
Mecca in July. 

IRNA, monitored in Nicosia 
said Ankara made Hamedani suf¬ 
fer a long road journey despite an 
Iranian request that the "old and 
feeble” preacher be sent home by 
plane instead. 

It quoted him as saying on 
arrival in the north western dty of 
Tabriz Monday that Ankara de¬ 
ported him “mainly to please the 
Saudis and the Americans.” 

Hamedani, an Iranian citizen, 
said the Turkish authorities 
feared the spread of teachings of 
Iran’s late spiritual leader, 

■ Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
among young Turks. 


Iranian leaders have vowed 
vengeance against the Saudis for 
the beheadings. 

Iran’s revolutionary leaders 
have maintained good relations 
with pro-Western Turkey, but 
ties have been troubled by frk> 
tion between Tehran’s theocratic 
system and Ankara’s secularism. 

Jomhuri Eslami, a frequent 
critic Of Iran's dose relations 
with pro-Western countries in the 
region, said Hamedani’s deporta¬ 
tion could be linked to political 
infighting ahead of the Turkish 
presidential elections this month. 

But it added: "Perhaps it 
would be wiser to say that those 
who share the power in Turkey 
work for one ami the same pur¬ 
pose, that is fulfillment of U.S. 
policies.” 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP)— 
A rocket has hit a crowded bus 
station in the besieged Afghan 
capital, killing 23 people and in¬ 
juring an ttt ™*‘ fliiflad number, 
Radio Kabul reported. 

The official radio, monitored in 
Islamabad, described a grisly 
scene of blood, fragmented 
bodies and people crying. 

It said five surface-to-surface 
rockets bit Kabul Tuesday, the 
cve of the Afghan celebration of 
the birth of the Prophet Moham¬ 
mad 1,409 years ago. 

“People, including children, 
women and old men, were re¬ 
turning home from work or shop¬ 
ping” when the rocket exploded, 
the radio said. 

It said. die rocker was fired 
“most probably” by. puritan 
Wahabi sect mercenaries helping 
U.S.-backed Muslim guerrillas 


fi ghting to topple Kabul's Soviet- 
backed government. 

The celebration of the 
Prophet’s birth depends each 
year on the sighting of die moon. 
Afghans wifi celebrate the event 
Wednesday but other Muslim 
countries may celebrate later this 
week. 

Afghan guerrillas, who are 
struggling to oust the communists 
and establish an Islamic govern¬ 
ment, also are aided in part by 
some. Gulf states. 

Official Kabul media often re¬ 
port that mercenaries, in addition 
to Pakistanis and sometimes even 
Americans, are fighting against 
them on Afghan so3. 

Washington has. flatly denied 
that U.S. military personnel ever 
have fought in foe 11-year-old 
Afghan dvil war. 



Turkey thinks Kurdish 
rebels forging closer 
relations with Tehran 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey be¬ 
lieves Kurdish rebels are flirting 
with radical Islamic ideology and 
forging closer links with Iran. 

Hnkish officials said tile Marx¬ 
ist Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) 
had set up t rainin g camps in Iran 
and mowd its nerve centre to 
Lebanon from Syria after Damas¬ 
cus signed a security protocol 
with Ankar a in 1967. 

“Connections with Hizbollah 
(Party of God) are not out of the 
question,” one official told Reu¬ 
ters, referring to the Iranian- 
baefced Shi’ite Muslim militia ac¬ 
tive in Lebanon. 

The officials said intelligence 
reports showed that Iran was 
trying to influence the PKK 
ideologically and infiltrate it with 
offers of support. 

“We think the PKK is not 
resisting the overtures out of 
hand. Hie PKK is trying to paint 
itself as a tolerant group towards 
fundamentalism and not against 
religion,” said one. 

Iranian support for the PKK, 
operating in a strongly Islamic 
area of secular Turkey faring 
Iran, Iraq and Syria, follows fric¬ 
tion between Ankara and 
Tehran. 

Iran in September denied a 
Turkish press report of anti-Tur¬ 
kish activities on Iranian terri¬ 
tory. 

The PKK, seeking autonomy 
for an estimated eight million 
Kurds in Turkey, has stepped up 
guerrilla activities this year in a 
five-year-old straggle that has 
cost nearly 2,000 lives. 

The officials pot the PKK's 
fighting strength at about 1,000 
men, up from an estimated 500 
two years ago when the group 
was split over a policy of killing 
other Kurds in remote villages. 

The PKK has regrouped and 
since May has been involved in 
numerous dashes with security 
forces in sooth eastern Turkey. 

Iran gives PKK rebels Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard uniforms to 
wear in Iranian bases overlooking 
Turkey and provides them with 


civilian identity cards, the offi¬ 
cials said. 

Ankar a says the PKK has at 
least two framing camps in Iran 
near its rugged borders with 
south east Turkey and Iraq. 

The Turkish official said: “It is 
hard to say who is helping the 
PKK but Iran is not a place that 
can be compared with Lebanon 
where you don’t know where the 
power centre is.” 

He said PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan, a political science drop¬ 
out from Ankar a University m 
the early 1970s, now spent most 
of Iris time in Lebanon where 
Syria controls the Bekaa Valley. 
His previous base was in 
Damascus. 

The PICK’S' major Mahstm 
Korkmaz training camp, named 
after a rebel killed in Turkey in 
1986, is in the Bekaa. 

PKK activity v Syria has 
declined since Minister 

Turgut Ozal wtac there in 1987 
after a period of frosty ties. 

“The Syrians are keeping alow 
profile as far as connections with 
tire PKK are concerned. Infiltra¬ 
tion continues at a lower level but 
groups of 20 to 50 have been 
detected crossing,” one official 
said. 

Ozal said on OcL 1 that Ank¬ 
ara doubted whether Syria was 
abiding by terms of the security 
protocol and threatened to re¬ 
duce die flow of water to Syria 
from the 1,355-kflometre Eup¬ 
hrates, which also passes, 
through Iraq. 

“There is definitely a lessening 
>of PKK activity (from Syria) but! 
cannot say that Syria is not in¬ 
volved in any way,” the official 
said, adding that some Syrian 
nationals had been captured in 
Turkey after crossing the border 
with rebels. 

On the other band the Iraqi 
army appeared to be turning a 
blind eye to PKK rebels entering 
Turkey via a 30-kilometre deep 
no-man’s-land on the hraqi side of 
the border, officials said. 



Iran, Soviet Azerbaijan agree on trade 

MOSCOW (R) — Iran and the southern Soviet republic of 
Azerbaijan have signed a protocol on exchange of consumer 
goods and the establishment of joint Ventures, TASS has 
reported. Coodurion of the accord in Baku,' capital of the 
republic, came three months after the, Soviet Union pledged to 
help boost Iran’s defence capability as part of a joint declaration 
to improve ties between the two countries. TASS said' the 
protocol provided for exchanges of consumer goods from.a list 
agreed by both sides ami implied transactions would be ou the 
basis of countertrade. Proposed joint ventures include projects to 
produce unspecified consumer goods as well as food processing. 

Maghreb states create committees . 

ALGIERS (R) — North African states of the Arab Maghreb 
Union have created four specialised ministerial committees to 
help integrate their economies, tine Algerian Hews Agency' 
(APS) reported. Officials of the union set up committees on food 
security, economy and financej infrastructure and human re¬ 
sources at a two-day meeting in Algiers which ended Tuesday 
ni g ht, Algeria, Morocco, Mauritania, Tunisia and Libya formed 
the union last February to spar development and. counter the 
emergence of a united Europe in 1992. APS said the union’s 
follow-up committee also discussed relations with regional, and 
international organisations indudmg the European Community, 
the Maghreb states’ main trading partner. “The focus was on the 
need to defend Maghreb citizens in the EC countries,” APS said. 
Some two milli on immig rants from tire,Maghreb states work in 
Western Europe. The meeting also discussed preparations for the 
next s ummi t of union states which APS said was due to take place 
in T unis in January. 

Sudan appeals for relief aid 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan has appealed for relief aid for its 
western regions of Darfur and Kordofan after the failure of crops 
there. The official Sudanese News Agency (SUNA) said the 
appeal was made by the country’s military leader, General Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir, when he met representatives of the European 
Community in Khartoum. Inadequate rains led to poor harvests 
this year in western Sodan.where about six million people live. 
The region has also, been affected, by tribal conflicts. 

Iranian ends European wheelchair tour 

NICOSIA (R) — A disabled Iranian athlete has returned to 
Tehran after travelling 17,000 kilometres through 21 European 
countries in a wheelchair. The Iranian News Agency (IRNA) 

3 noted Hossein Nikzaban, 31, as saying in a welcoming ceremony 
mt he meant to show by his endeavour that “the disabled are 
capable-of doing whatever the able-bodied can.” Nikzaban set 
oiut in April but interrupted his tour to return to Iran after tire 
death of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in June so that he could 
take part in the spritual leader’s memorial meeting, said IRNA, 
monitored in Nicosia. - 7 



CINEMA TODAY 
FESTIVAL 


l on Monday ib/io ai e p.m. 

AUTOUR DE MINUIT i 987 

by Bertrand TAVERNIER 


I on Tuesday 17/10 at 8 p.m. 

CONSEIL DE FAMILLE 1997 

by COSTA-GAVRAS . 

I on Wednesday ia/10 at e P .m. 

ELSA, ELSA 1988 

by Didier HAUDEPIN 
I on Thursday 19/10 at s p.m. 

LA MAISON ASSASSINEE ism 

by Georges LAUTNER 


at the 

ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE 


The films are subtitled In Arabic 

Tickets price: 1 J.D (14 price for students) 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

IftJO . Koran 

15349 .Programme review 

15*45 .Children programme 

17:90 . Hil Squad 

18SM ..:.News for tbc Deaf 

1S£0. Religious programme 

19:15 .Health programme 

19340 .Programme review 

2ft00.News in Arabic 

2630. Local serin 

21J8.Programme review 

21:49 . Local programme 

ZhfO .News in Arabic 

23:19.Arabiffilm 

PROGRAMME TWO 

l&M . Documentary 

19:90. News in French 

19:15 .Aujourd 'Hui en France 

1930 . News in Hebrew 

19*5 .Varieties 

2AM.News in Arabic 

2630.Guinness Record 

21:19 .Max Headroom 

22 -flB.News in English 

2220 Feature film; “God Bkss Uw 
Chad" 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:15. Fair 

05:32 . t Sunrise IDuha 

11J2.Dhuhr 

1439 .‘Asr 

17:12.Maghreb 

1629.'Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary Nazareth Church Swrifkh 
TeL 810740 

Assemblies tf God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Anmndatian Tel. 


637440. 

De la SaHe CWcfc Tel. 661757 
Teriitsanla Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

AngBean Church Tel. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tet. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 
827981. 685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church TeL 
K1129S. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817 and 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meiearokjgy. 

Drop in tempera lures and rise in 
humidity wil] occur and some clouds 
appear at different altitudes. Winds 
will be westerly moderate to Iresb 
causing dust at times. In Aqaba, it will 
be dusty with northerly moderate to 
fresh wind and calm sea. 

Minima*, temp. 

Amman. 17 / 28 

Aqaba. 20/37 

Deserts . 14/31 

Jordan Valley. 18/34 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 31. Aqaba 31. Hunudily readings: 
Amman 17 per cent, Aqaba Id per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdnl Hadi Tayycm.620115 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Dr. Anwar Musa Al Hajj .771020 

Dr. Mumr Qamsfa.898101 

Dr. ’Add Isa Amman.812148 

Firas pharmacy. 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy _ 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nahoukh pharmacy.62 3672 

Al Salim pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy . 644945 

Shmcisam pharmacy.637660 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Ibrahim Ai Rabadi. (—) 

Al Sbaraa’ pharmacy. (985238) 


ZARQA.- 

Dr. Misbah Al Hijjawi. 

Khafitch pharmacy . 


EMERGENCIES 

Gv3 Defence Department. 6t 

Civfl Defence inaidl t te 

Rescue. & 

Oil Defence Emergency. 

Rescue Police ..... 1%,621211.£ 

Fire Brigade.-. .8? 

Blood Bank. Ti 

Highway Police.ft) 

Traffic Pobee.8? 

Public Security Department.... <£ 

Hold Complaints.6C 

Price Complaints.. 6 1 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints.... 85 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints. .. 7f 

Telephone Information 


Overseas Calls ... < 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reran. 

Abdali Telephone Repairs. 

Jordan Television.. 

Radio Jordan... 

Water Authority. 


Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company_.............-636381 

RJ Right Information. 06-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport. 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein MerScal Centre_813813/32 

Kbaficfi Maternity, J. Aura... 644281/6 
AJrikh Maternity, J. Aam.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity..642362 

Mafltas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shm e nani . 664171/4 

Shm c is a ni Hospital..669131 

University Hospital..845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi. : 666127/37 

Al-Ahii, Abdali .. 664164/6 

Italian, ALMnhaireen_ 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashnfiefa...... 775111/26 

Array, Marks.891611/15 

Queen ASa Hospital..602240/50 

Ama] Hospital. 674155 

ZARQAr 

Zanja Govt Hospital...... (09)983323 


Ibn Sira Hospital-..... (09)986732 

SHOD: 

Princess Bftsma Hospital „ (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital_(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 


FOKTHETRAVEUER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This afoanMtioa is supplied by Roy$l 


Jordanian (RJ) information depart¬ 
ment at the Queen AUa International 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5, where k 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 

94d8 S in gapore, Koala Lumpur (RJ) 

•M0 .Damascus (RJ) 

•MB.NewDdMflU) 

•MS.Dhahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

•MS —.. Abo Dhabi, Bahrain (RJ) 

19:15.Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

16:15-LondonQUj 

1639 . LamacatRJ] 

17:00 — New Yq&, Amsterdam feJ) 

1739 ..Cairo (RJ) 

lfcl*.Casablanca, Turns (RJ) 

IW0 ..Bangkok (RJ) 

1*45. RomclRJ) 

99:15.Baghdad (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

09:10.Sanaa (LH 1 

1220 ...—.. Cairo (MS 

1338 Muscat, Aba Dhabi, Bahrah 
(OF) 

IM9.Kuwait (KU 

15*0-... Baghdad OA 

1530- Kuwait (KT 

1630 ....Dubai (Ek 

Ke00 ——. Bucharest (RO 

1625 —.Riyadh (SV 

IfcOO.-.. Amsterdam (KL 

IMS _ Frankfort (UT 

29-10 ..Zuridi,Laraaca(SR' 

•I* ..London (BA. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal (1) ' 


IMS_.............. Rome | 

1MO.—_London j 

LfclS.Parisl 

1230 .Aqaba, Cairo j 

1230 ..... Laznacaj 

UNO_Kuwait, Abu Dhabi j 

IMS_Bahrain, Doha j 

20:15. - Baghdadi 


2645 . Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

2L15 ....................... Bangkok (RJ) 

21:15 ....Jeddah (RJ) 

21-30 Kuala Lumpur , Singapore (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal (2) 


09s40 ........._Damascus, Paris (8 

10:10 .. Frankfurt (L 

13*5....- Cairo ft 

1638 .Bahrain. Muscat tC 

Uh35 Kuwait (K 

MM...—.Baghdad a 

1639 .Ankara, Istanbul ft 

1630 . Dubai (E 

17:15.Bucharest (h 

17*0. Riyadh (S 


MARKET PUCES 


Upper/lower price in Sk per kg, 

Apple (golden)_..... 420/380 

Apple (rod).. 550/500 

Banana- 400/350 

Banana(Mnkammai)- 350 / 300 

Beans.. 470 / 400 

Cabbage .. 160/120 

Cantu . . 320 / 280 


Omfiflower. 230/180 

Coro-- 170/140 

Cucumbers (large).. 220/180 

Cucumbers (small) _ 320/280 

Dates.. 400 / 350 

Eggplant- 220 /180 

GSrne-: - 900 / 800 

Grapefruit.. 220/180 

Grapes. 350/300 

Grapes (Hack)- 350 / 300 

Guava.. 400 / 350 

Lemon.—.... 200/160 

Mallow.-. 150/120 

Mamwflragc). 150/120 

Marrow (amau)... 240 / 180 

Okra. 520/450 

OnJoofdiy)-- 260/220 

Pepper (hot)-- 160/120 

Pepper (sweet). 190/130 • 

Pomeg ran at e -..... 350 / 300 

Potato.—....—. 300/250 

Sfoaiish-- 250/200 

Sweet Melon_......... 300 / 250 

Tomatoes.. 140/100 

Water Melon.. 200/ 150 


FOR FRIDAY 


JOIDAN TELEVISION 

Teh 773111-19 


PROGRAMME ONE 

M*9 --- Roma 

«W5--.Children program*' 


i progumme 


..Kcnpoas proyi MTiiiHft 

igr::=:ife£SS 

**W.-__Beahm- «a» 

1M0- Message from Oman 

J8U8-:.. Local programme 

SS.._Lncal programme 

.Programme review 

®JJ ■—.— News in Arabic 

2239 - „ Local programme 

-.News summary m Arabic 

Programme comd. 


programme two ■ 

J7-39 —■-..French film 

1*99 ----News in French 

22?.. News in Hebrew 

2»o----Newsin Arabic 

2*39 -- Mr. Vehedere 

2JJJ — Murder She Wrote 

25 .. i fcw hagM, 

23:19 —-— Three’s Company 


04.16 .. 

0533 _”J 

nj2_ 

14:38_....... 

17:11 ...^_...... 

1628... 


... Dhnfan. 

‘Asr 












































































































































































































a.** 


,1 


A fa the capital ordered v 50 wanaft (Jordanian bunb 

?”*./** <,ne ■* his election parties. A large number of the 

tarttees Mm not show op and rumour Ins it tint telf of the food was 
P? (Another h u ficathm off compassion for the poor). 

“ was the Saameh rather than aversion to ft* PttltJiAt hi 
ft^-was behind the poor turnout 


The active “Youth candidate*’ had a foB day Wednesday, he 
■suited new. mothers at four hospitals in the capital arn ^ presented 
Aon wiflt flowers stapled with Us card. He visited 70 mothers, 
dtor ttm fed 509 cards to their relatives and hospital stall; and 
«iSscoveral a new slat i a t ki d fndfcalion; there are more Rftie gjfarfe 
than Httk boys in Aumum’s maternity wards. 


*nie same candwtirte had a car a reirie n t the other day in front of the 
Trade and Industry Ministry. His accident was “wed timed”—at 
eiactiy the urinate fee working day ended, 2.40 Vciodt. The staff 
#7 the ministry recognised the candidate and be qadddy bnooght 
out his Iwilafs cards and s ta r t e d distributing. fcwhwe as "™ a l 


Needless to say, tUs yonth candidate, has printed a very large 
number off cards — 30,000, no less. He says be has distributed 
28,000 already. 


A doctor candidate in the ITrird District paid Us JD 500 to tbe 
Wrirtwy of finance as part of AdfB&ng the prereq u isites for 
candida cy , but the candidate cannot find Us name fa any off the 
voters lists. 


An aflhent candidate has contracted a lawyer to pick up voters 
cards In Us constituency. The lawyer agreed bat is charging the 
candidate JD 1 for each card. 


There are 36/MO female voters in the Thrid District in the capital, 
hot afl pcqjectipas indicate flat none of the women candidates wfll 
win. Is ah tUs the effect of Bring in a male dominated society? 


A prominent Kurdish Jordanian n u rnfam t that Kurds number 
about 14,000 jn Jordan and he is d e m a n d i ng a seat for them in the 
Jordanian parifaunete. Rumour has ft that the Assyrians wfll follow 
suit. 


Groupings with dear political incfiuatiom have been approached 
in minimise the Bomber of their candidates hi the Nov. 8 elections. 
Thc rorce , who refined to be Mndtitert, said that one of these 
’^par tie s ’ * ha s hrrw advised to redact the number of its candidates 
from 28 to 12, vrhfle another was advised to cut the number of its 
c an dUtrs by two. 


Many candidates and voters are asking those who aright wfat the 
Nov. 8 elections to introduce a law which would ask earlier 
mtwfator w and public nfflrfala mperfasri of corruption, “where did 

yon get this from?” 


The Third District was described by one of its c a ndidates as “a 
bourgeois district in which the rich, tbe professional and the 
merchants five.” The Third District, tbe candidate analysed, “is a 
capitalist district. Since “capital” is coward, ft needs stability and 
and therefore it wiH mdy vote for the person who can 
states quo.” 


One of the strongest debates among candidates themselves is the 
concept of pofitical parties in Jordan and whether we shoirid aB 
want “imported thoughts’* to become legal in the country. Tbe 
ar g um ent for fegaHstag them goes as follows: Imported thoughts 
are ifke imported weapons, they become Jordanian once they are 
in Jordanian hands. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


KINO RECEIVES CONGRATULATORY CABLES: Hfc MgesT 
ty King Hussein Wednesday received congratulatory cabks 
high ranking government officials on Prophet Mohammad’s birthday 
anniversary. (Petra) 

REGBIT CONGRATULATES SPAIN: IBs Royal Hj^wsss 
Crown Prince Hasan, the Regent, Wedmsday sent atari* 1 oTEam 
Juan Carlos of Spain, congratulating him on 
Day and wishing him and the friendly Spanish people further 
progress and prosperity. (Petra) 

AUL UQUOR STORES TO CLOSE THUTODAY: Deputy 
Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sa ^l 
ordered the closure of all wme *om, bare and iMhtdntetough^ 
the Kingdom as of Wednesday night and until Friday mwimg. The 
SSsJtoSSS vm taken on theev^EProphet MohammarTsartfaday 
anmvereary. Masa’deh also called on allrestaurants and parks not to 
offer any bquoxs daring this time. (Petra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following fistiogs are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are Advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place witb tbe concerned institutions. 


* An -gfcfhfci nn of Istoarfc scripts at Jordan National Gallery for 
Fine Aril. . 

H An exfcRriiuB marking foe 1st mammal off the Effid Tower 
ilkinlai lnn photographs, d ra w in gs andpktmes demoastiatfaig 
foe lower h d its aspects at foe French Cultural Centre. 

* Aamteshflatiooby J^dauianartisl Omar BsobI at Alla Art 

. CaSejr- 

* a- mi ezUbhioa entitled “Mhfflpfas Regards” displaying 

<* Wcasso, Matisse, Miro, Braque, Cocteau andl* 
O■* ^ Ray** Ctriturd Centre. ^ 

* a, t olrifaftftn by Fhad Mind and 4 Ammar Khammash at 
AbdU Hanrid Shoman Foundation's Scientific and Cultui al 

■ Cadre* 

FILM 

* An Brito An ertttfed “U Chat OjM* 7* fa 

ArtaOnriw— ?=* PJ“r -v .•/.-/ 


Speaker off tbe Upper Hook of Fsrfiament Ahmad 
A1 Land Wednesday receives the risithg minister 
off hoasmg in tbe Soviet Autonomous Republic of 


Kabardino Bofkariya, Vlad huh- Mustafa, in Am¬ 
man (Petra photo 


leader discuss ties 


AMMAN (Petfa) — Upper 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad A1 Lawzi Wednesday re¬ 
viewed with the visiting Mimster 
of Housing in the Soviet Auton¬ 
omous Republic of Kabardino 
BuDcaiiya Vladimir Mustafa the 
existing bilateral relations be¬ 
tween Jordan and tbe Soviet 
Union. 

Lawzi praised Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s policy and 
the reforms he has embarked on 
and lauded his sincere and dedi¬ 
cated e fforts on foe disarmament 
issue. 

Lawzi voiced pride that Jordan 
has, as part of its populations,. 
gro up s descending from Circas¬ 


sians, Chechens and Daghistan 
and others from the Caucasus and 
the central Soviet Asia republics, 
saying that they form part of foe 
Jordanian family and that they 
have true belonging to this 
family. 

Lawzi called for opening up 
further channels of communica¬ 
tion between Jordan and tbe 
Soviet Union, because such chan¬ 
nels form a cultural bridge 
through which the two nations 
can exchange cultures and experi¬ 
ences. 

Lawzi noted the importance of 
foe exchange of visits in making 
the two peoples aware of each 
other’s culture. 


Mustafa paid tribute to His 
Majesty King Hussein's policy 
saying that it was behind tbe 
security and stability which Jor¬ 
dan enjoys. 

He pointed out that the open 
door policy, being adopted by the 
Soviet leadership has started to 
pay off in foe various Caucasus 
republics. 

He expressed the hope that 
direct flights be run between Jor¬ 
dan and the Caucasus region in 
order to facilitate means of com¬ 
munication between foe Arab 
World and the peoples in that 
Soviet region. 

Mustafa is accompanied by a 
four man delegation. 


Candidates gear up for elections 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN (R)—Election fever is 
spreading in Jordan a month 
ahead of a poll which will give 
voters their first chance in 22 
years to choose a new parliament 

Aspiring candidates are feast¬ 
ing voters and upstaging rivals, 
hoping to capture tbe WeHgbt as 
individuals. Political parties have 
been banned in Jordan since 
1957, so candidates of all persua¬ 
sions must stand as independents. 

Some hold informal rallies or 
appeal to their constituents’ sto¬ 
machs, throwing feasts of mansaf, 
foe national dish. 

"I went to a lunch where the 
host had slaughtered 150 sheep to : 
feed. his guests. Then he ex¬ 
plained his election plan,” said a 
resident of Fnheis village just 
outride Amman. 

Strictly speaking, parliamen¬ 
tary hopefuls are banned from 
campaigning until they register 
formally as candidates three 
weeks before foe Nov. 8 election. 

But many of foe estimated 
1,000 who plan to compete for 
the 80 seats in the new assembly 
are avidly wooing electors and 
haggling over electoral lists with 
their allies and rivals. 

“There’s a new atmosphere,” 
one Wetern diplomat said. “Ev¬ 
erybody is talking politics and 
holding endless meetings.” 

His Majesty King Hussein dis¬ 
solved the previous Lower 
House, in which West Bank de¬ 
puties held half the seats, just 
before c u t tin g Jordan’s ties with 
foe Israeli-occupied territory in 
July 1988. 

Parliamentary hopefuls are 
printing manifestos and preparing 

Jordanian 
makes new 
finds In 
heart 


notices for newspapers — which 
- have shrewdly raised their adver¬ 
tising fees — to be used when 
official campaigning gets under 
way. 

Aspiring candidates are imveil¬ 
ing their programmes at seminars 
and panels organised by charit¬ 
able societies, professional asso¬ 
ciations or women's groups, 
which often turn into lively public 
debates. 

Rival candidates sometimes 
slip in to these events, slyly band¬ 
ing out business cards that name 
their electoral district. 

Mosques are not supposed to 
be used for campaigning. But 
some preachers are referring to 
the election in their sermons and 
urging the faithful to vote for 
Islamist candidates. 


“The election law is unfair,*' 
said WaHd Abdul Hadi, president 
of the Jordan Bar Association, 
who plans to stand for elections. 
“Three weeks of formal cam¬ 
paigning is not enough for the 
people to get to know their candi¬ 
dates.” 

Another candidate, who has 
rented a house to receive guests 
and installed two computers for 
his campaign, agreed. 

“With such limitations, you can 
sell your ideas only by receiving 
or visiting people, going to social 
gatherings, using your social posi¬ 
tion and knocking on people’s 
doors,” he said. 

Prospective candidates serve 
Arbic coffee and sweets when 
they receive voters at their offices 
or homes. 





CAIRO (Petra) — A Jordanian 
researcher has found that tbe 
severe or gradual blockage of the 
aorta, foe accumulation of fats or 
the smoking-related nicotine are 
the major reasons for sudden 
death. 

Dr. Sand Khawaldeh said in a 
thesis he presented at tbe Uni¬ 
versity of Cairo to get his Masters 
Degree, that foe main reasons 
behind such mortality are foe 
psychological tension and foe 
hard work. He added that men 
are. more likely to die suddenly 
from heart related diseases than 
women. 

Dr. Khawaldeh, who got his 
Masters Degree in Forensic medi¬ 
cine from University of Cairo, 
based bis condnrions on foe find¬ 
ing of scientific, practical and 
anatomical research for the heart 
and blood vessels. 

- As ft result of his studies be 
found out that men are four times 
Hkdy to die from heart related 
diseases than women. / 

■ Khawaldeh said that there is a 
fink between the mortality rate 
anti age. “The older one is tire 
higher foe rate will be.” 

■ However, he noted, foe rate 
drops after 60, although it con- 
tnm& to rise in Cairo because of 

and environmental 


ASSAD RECEIVES FRENCH ENVOY: Mimster of Higher 
Education Dr. Nassereddin A1 Assad received in his office Wednes¬ 
day French Ambassador to Jordan Dennis Bouchard and discussed 
with him Jordanian-French relations in cultural and educational 
fields and ways to bolster and promote them. (Petra) 



The new season wine is ready. To celebrate, 
we are holding a gala dinner on 14th of 
October 1989 at JD 15.000 per person, 

inclusive of food and beverage 

Daily a la carte international menu 
for dinner 

During the month of October 
special local wines at 
JD 4.750 per bottle 

FEATURING 


(Zometata "Tito 


70% SERVICE CHARGE AND 70% GOVERNMENT TAX. 
For reservations, please call 641361 , ext. 2141 

HOtEL^JORKW INTER* CONTINENTAL 



INTERCONTINENTAL 

_ HOTELS 

Itbidirreyougo uitatyotftenmvaL 
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Citizens are the core of 
security process — Fuheid 

AMMAN (Petra) — Public Security Department 
Director Mftfor-General Fade! All Fuheid Wednes¬ 
day said that every citizen is entitled to enjoy 
security and stability and that it was the duty of the 
PSD to ensure this right for them. 


However, Fuheid noted, 
guaranteeing these rights entails 
full awareness of tbe dimensions 
of security work and its develop¬ 
ment and credibility in dealing 
with the citizens’ who are the core 
of foe security process. 

Addressing graduates from foe 
criminal investigation course for 
officers and graduates from foe 
advanced English language 
course for officers, Fuheid said 
that scientific and cultural prog¬ 
ress and the technological de¬ 
velopments have contributed to 
developing the tools and methods 
of crimes. 

“This en tails the development 
of security theories and tbe scien¬ 
tific methods in order to cope 
with the new situation resulting 
from the development of 
methods and tools for crimes,” 
Fuheid said. 


He pointed out that the PSD 
has realised this feet and has 
therefore set up scientific training 
institutes to prepare foe qualified 
security cadres, who can deal 
with tbe new technology. 

Fuheid dismissed the existence 
of organised crimes in Jordan, 
but said that foe available evi¬ 
dence and the new developments 
on the crime scene requires serious 
and thorough examination on the 
part of public security, in an 
effort to probe its«reasons, 
dimensions and sources objec¬ 
tively. 

“The credibility of tbe public 
security system lies in its ability to 
discover and counter crimes, us¬ 
ing civilised methods in exploring 
and dealing with it,” the PSD 
director said. 

Also addressing graduates at 
foe Police Academy was its 



Mqj-Gca. Fade! Afi Fabeed 

.Director Brigadier Mohammad 
AJ Busoul, who said that the 
successive changes in the social 
fields reflect on foe security situa¬ 
tion and “adds additional respon¬ 
sibilities on the public security 
system, particularly in the field of 
preparing foe human resources.” 

At foe end of the celebration 
Fuheid awarded certificates to 
participants and prizes to those 
who excelled in foe courses. 


Election candidates must pay all 
taxes, dues to treasury—Masa’deh 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Salem Masa’deh 
Wednesday asked foe Tax De¬ 
partment director to collect tax 
money due from those wishing to 
run for the coming parliamentary 
elections or to settle their debts to 
the treasury before Nov. 8. 

The elections laws specify that 
foe candidate should have settled 
all his debts to foe treasury. Also 
it is an agreed-upon convection 
that the candidate should be an 
example for voters. 

Ministry of Interior sources 
said that the ministry will publish 
the names of those who will not 
pay or settle their tax dues in the 
local press. 

Masa’deh Wednesday called at 
the Amman Govemorate, where 
he met with heads of the consti¬ 
tuencies, in the presence of Am¬ 
man Governor Mohammad AH 
AJ Amin and Salameh Hammad, 
governor at the Interior Ministry 
and supervisor of tire elections. 

Masa’deh listened to reports on 
foe distribution of voter cards in 
the various constituencies. 

He stressed the importance of 
collecting the voter card, which 
entitles voters to cast their votes 
in foe forthcoming parliamentary 
elections, doe to be held on Nov. 
8 . 

The minister called on the offi¬ 
cials in charge of the constituen¬ 
cies to provide the necessary faci¬ 
lities to voters and informed them 
of the ministry’s decision to ex¬ 
pand the office hours for those in 
charge of distributing the voter 
cards. 

The staff dealing with voter 
cards will work two shifts to 
ensure tbe delivery of cards to the 



Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Salem Masa’deh 
Wednesday tours voter card distribution centres at Amman Govemo¬ 
rate. Also present are Amman Governor Mohammad Ali A1 Amin and 
Sabuneh Hammad, who wfll supervise tbe elections (Petra photo) 


eligible voters. 

Masa’deh also issued directives 
calling on all staff to work foe 
whole week, including holidays 
and Fridays. 

Later Wednesday, foe minister 
made a tour of the various card 
distribution centres in the gov¬ 
emorate. 

Aiftman Governor Mohammad 
Ali A1 Amin said that the number 
of voters who have so far col¬ 
lected their cards is still low. He 


pointed out that only 40,000 cards 
out of 345,000 cards have so far 
been distributed to citizens in foe 
Amman Govemorate. 

Hammad attributed the low 
turnout to collect the cards to the 
conviction by some people that it 
is still early to go and pick tbert 
up. 

However, he called on all 
potential voters to take photos 
with them when collecting their 
cards. 


AYYOUB MEETS WATANABE: Minister of Supply Ibrahim 
Ayyoub Wednesday received Japanese Ambassador to Jordan 
Makoto Watanabe. The discussions dealt with trade relations and foe 
prospects of financing supply projects in Jordan. (Petra) 
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$ Place in Time 

, .VjttAGE Market 
T niU^nQNAL Crafts 

V;J;v:'t«AFE 

• i^StAURANT 

CHifoeEN Center 


(Puppet add Shadow Theatre) 

Performance 

AL HAKAWATI CHILDREN *S CENTER 

Will start on-. - 
Friday, 13,1989 ; 
regular performance from... 
11:00 a.m. to 6 :Q0p.m.‘ 






.opendaily from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
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Bloody search 

AS MANY parties concerned about the Palestinian conflict 
keep on searching for an acceptable formula for composing 
a Palestinian delegation to meet with an Israeli one, the 
Mood of many Palestinians continue to be shed. For every 
day of delay, if not for every boor, more Palestinian lives 
will be lost To drive borne this tragic situation, two 
Palestinians lost their lives Monday and two more died on 
Tuesday as the intifada entered its 23rd month. The 
Monday toll took the lives of 32-year-old Ghassan Hndhud 
and 75-year-old Ahmad S a rw an . On the same day a 
five-year-old girl, IEEat Nassar, was shot in the head by 
Israeli soldiers. Her condition has been described as 
extremely grave. On Tuesday the name of 16-year-old 
Alika wi and 18-year-old Nidal woe added to the Hst of 
martyrs. Thus the list of names killed at the hands of Israeli 
soldiers is indeed long and is getting longer everyday. And 
the longer it takes Israel to agree to the inevitable the more 
blood wfll be spilt. For sore two or more Palestinians will be 
killed today and two more tomorrow and so on. 

So while governments debate the issue of who may speak 
on behalf of the Palestinians, more and more innocent 
Palestinians get murdered one after the other in an endless 
chain of massacre. Yet there is no one to speak out and ask 
the h nman question: For what end this senseless killing aM 
for what p ur pose this absurd procrastination? Should not 
the name of the child Nassar who must be now internally 
bleeding to death serve as a conscious awakening for all 
those who cold-bloodedly argue over semantics in big salons 
and conference halls about who should speak for the 
Palestinians? How many more Nassars or Hudhuds or 
Nasrans or Nidais or Alikawis most be wasted away before 
common sense prevaH and hnmane consideration of political 
disputes becomes the first priority? 

We said it before and we say it again: Let the Palestinian 
side say dearly and loudly, for all to bear, that no one wfll 
be allowed to argue or waste time over wbo will present their 
case before any other party, including Israel, and that the 
issue has its own prerogative and anything else wfll be 
rejected oat of hand. Enough is enough of this maddening 
game over an issue that need not and should not have arisen 
in the first place except in the minds of those who do not 
entertain good thoughts on the peace process. If real positive 
intentions to resolve the Palestinian conflict through nego¬ 
tiations are lacking, then it would be more expeditious to 
face the facts right from the start and act accordingly. Any 
other course would be setf-deceiving and counter-produc¬ 
tive. 


JORDAN PRESS 


Al Ra’i Arabic daily on Wednesday again took up the King's 
address to the nation last Saturday dwelling iu particular on toe 
question of elections and the need to avoid ail forms of 
acrimonious campaigns that could reflect a bad image. The paper 
said that all candidates have the right to their campaigns that 
should be held in a brotherly and national atmosphere reflecting a 
democratic attitude and contributing to a general positive 
atmosphere in the Kingdom. Candidates, the paper added, should 
maint ain mutual respect and should help maintain cohesion 
within toe Jordanian family rather than cause rifts within the 
people's ranks. The paper noted that King Hussein wanted to 
direct attention of both voters and candidates to toe feet that 
election means an exercise of democracy and one that should be 
held within the constructive spirit of the'Jordanian atmosphere. 


Al Dostonr daily quoted parts of King Hussein's address to 
toe nation last Saturday in which he underlined the importance of 
the Arab Cooperation Council as a tool, paving the ground for an 
all-out unity among the Arab countries. The paper said that the 
coming Lower House of Parliament in Jordan will be entrusted 
with toe task of paving the ground for such unity through 
enhancing dose ties with the other members of toe council 
grouping Egypt, Iraq and North Yemen in addition to Jordan. 
The paper said Jordan has always been endeavouring to fulfil toe 
aspirations of the Arab Nation in unity, and has indeed succeeded 
in bringing consensus and agreement among Arab leaders at the 
Amman Arab summit meeting in a bid to bring toe Arab 
countries closer together. The coming parliament in Jordan, the 
paper added, is looked on to enhance this policy and to create 
stronger ties among Arab countries. This policy was reaffirmed by 
King Hussein in his address which emphasised the role of the 
Arab Cooperation Council and said that the four-council mem¬ 
bers are now in the process of forming a joint committee designed 
to pave the ground for a unified parliament. 


Sawt Al Arabic daily tackled the Israeli government’s 

position with regard to the Egyptian 20-point peaoe plan for 
Palestine. The paper said that one does not feel surprised over. 
Israel’s rejectionist stand because Israeli leaders, whether from 
the Likud or Labour have over toe past two decades refused many 
peace bids designed to establish a lasting peace in the Middle 
East. Simply Israel does not seek peace with toe Arabs because 
the present situation allows it to hold on to the Arab land, the 
paper noted. It said that any compromise solution by the United 
States would not appease the Aram; because they would definitely 
be based on Israeli ideas. What is needed urgently now, said the 
paper, is an all-out Arab pressure on Washington to make it dear 
that a total peace based on Israel’s withdrawal from Arab lands is 
toe only bid that can be acceptable to toe Arab Nation. 


By Abdullah Hasanst 

THE SUBJECT of Jordanjan-Palestinian relations is a tricky one. 
Perhaps the trickiest about it is that it has been for a long time a 
taboo for open discussion and debate. 

However this taboo was broken Sunday evening at the Abdul 
Hamid Shorn an Foundation. Two prominent Jordanian figures— 
as they certainly would like to be described — tried their intellect 
to probe into the matter. Suleiman Arar, a Jordanian of 
Jordanian origin, and Taber Al Masri, a Jordanian of Palestinian 
origin, both ex-ministers who are identified to varying degrees 
with toe regime, presented two points of view on the matter. 
Their views fall within what is seen as moderate. Both made a 
historical review of toe development of the Palestiman-Jordauiau 
relationship. However, as one of the audience told the two 
ex-ministers, none of them made the distinction of which 
relationship he was talking about, the popular or the official. 

The scarcity of historical material or socio-political research on 
die subject made the task of both men difficult. Both presenta¬ 
tions were not sophisticated enough, for that matter even frank 
enough, to address toe causes and reasons that hide behind toe 
two people’s prejudices. A frank and academic probe into the 
history of toe relationship seems to be in order. 


Arar was more forthcoming in his paper. He blamed Palesti¬ 
nian nationalism, which, he termed,- as regional (ighmi) and 
Palestinian preoccopation wito the Palestinian cause for the dday 
in budding Jordan’s institutions. While Arar most probably meant 
constitutional institutions, many Palestinians would argue dial it 
was the refugees of 1948 who laid the fo undations for most of 
Jordanian institutions'in education, health, services and public 
security. 

Arar charged that Palestinians in Jordan have for decades 
shunned public service and instead headed for the Gulf for better 
jobs and pay. This charge was countered by Masri who seems to 
have discovered tins phenomena only recently through contacts 
with die electorate. Neither of the two men nor any in toe 
audience mentioned the composition erf the more vital Jordanian 
institutions or the fact that while ail cities and villages in Jordan 
bold municipal elections, Amman, Zarqa and Rnseifeh do not 

While Arar was for thcoming, Masri, the topknnat, was di¬ 
plomatic. His presentation reflected a moderate voice of a West 
Banker deeply committed to the unity of the West and East Banks 
erf tile Jordan River. Unlike Arar, he did not rock any boats. He 
did not, for example, tell his audience why the Palestinians rallied 
for two deca de s now behind a “revolutionary” lea ders hi p instead 
of its former traditional leadership affiliated with Jordan. 

Everyone acknowledges that the big schism in Palestinian- 


Jordaman relations occurred in 1970. Bnf no-oae dares answer or 
approach the big question. Was 1970 really a dash between two 
identities? Or was it a dash ofinterests?. Palestinians haw almost 
always maintained that they have no “temtonar ambitions m 
Jordan and that they will not accept a homeland other than 
Palestine. And Jordanians'•have always produced their list of 
martyrs who fell on Palestinian soil d e fendin g Palestine. So, 
where is the conflict? . 

Both lectures agreed that all Jordanians arc Palestinians as far 
as the liberation of Palestine is concerned, and both are 
Jordanians as far as the building of Jordan is concerned. This is 
the noblest of formulas. But how to go about it? For many years 
“the bury-the-hatehet” slogan behind the facade of national unity 
was the order, both official and public. 

I don’t agree. One of toe most important factors in the modem 
b uilding of nations .is a deep national undostanding of history, 
lurtinnal history. For, unless Jordanians and Palestinians study, 
analyse and understand their mutual history, the hatchet cannot 
be buried. What this debate should usher, at tins point in time in 
our history, is an open popular and academic debate erf the facets 
of Jordanian-Palestinian relationship —; both sweet and sour. 

The writeriseditorof the opinion and analysis page of the Jordan 
Times. 


Crisis of Communism 
brings problems for West 


\ 


By Patrick Worsmp 

Renter 

LONDON—For years. Western 
countries dreamed toe Commun¬ 
ist bloc would wither away and 
that the East European peoples 
would throw off toe Soviet yoke. 

But now that toe dream looks 
like starting to come true, the 
West is getting distinctly nervous. 

‘The threat in my view is not 
an expansionist Soviet Union 
which is seeking hegemony,” 
U.S. arms negotiator Richard 
Burt said last weekend. ‘The 
threat is the retraction of Soviet 
power and perhaps toe crumbling 
of toe Soviet empire.” 

In ways that seemed unthink¬ 
able just a year or two ago, toe 
East Europeans are loosening toe 
four-decade grip of Communism. 

In Poland, the Communists 
handed over power to the opposi¬ 
tion Solidarity movement in Au¬ 
gust after a disastrous flop in 
elections. 

In Hungary, the ruling party 
has voted for a Western-style 
Socialist platform and dumped 
toe trappings of old-style Com¬ 
munism as it too heads for free 
elections next year. 

In East Germany, tens of 
thousands of demonstrators have 
taken to the streets to demand 


reforms from the ageing and un¬ 
bending leadership after 
thousands more of their country¬ 
men fled to the West — mainly 
through reformist Hnngaiy. 

The crisis of Communism in 
Eastern Europe, and the new 
willingness of toe Soviet Union,, 
hit by economic and ethnic prob¬ 
lems of its own, to let events 
there take their course, has 
drawn highly optimistic assess¬ 
ments by some Western analysts. 

Francis Fukuyama, a U.S. 
State Department policy planner, 
wrote: "what we may be witnes¬ 
sing is not just the end of the cold 
war, or the passing of a particular 
period of postwar histoiy, but the 
end of histoiy as such: that is, the 
end point of mankind’s ideologic¬ 
al evolution and the umvexsaiisa- 
tion of Western liberal democra¬ 
cy as the final form of human 
government.” 

But most Western officials, 
while bound to welcome toe 
changes under way in the East, 
see a host of problems looming 
on the horizon. 

In the worst case, diplomats 
say, toe whole process could 
come to a halt or go into reverse 
if Soviet leader Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev decides it has gone too far 
or is supplanted by other Kremlin 
figures keen to reassert Moscow's 


hold over its allies. 

But if thing* continue on then- 
present course, that could 
threaten the precarious balance 
of Eastern and Western mffitaiy 
blocs that many Western politi¬ 
cians maintain ha* kept the peace 
in Europe since World War II.- 

Francois Hasbourg, director of 
the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies in London, sug¬ 
gested last week that some East 
bkx: countries “cannot be called 
.reliable jumping off or tr ansit 
bases for military operations by 
other members of the Warsaw 
Pact.” 

The warming of East-West re¬ 
lations has had a beneficial effect 
on arms control. NATO and the 
Warsaw Pact are making good 
headway at talks in Vienna to 
reduce their troops and arma¬ 
ments. 

But British arms control expert 
Lawrence Freedman says toe 
talk* may be at fault in assuming 
that East-West confrontation will 
continue, albeit on a lower scale. 

“The logic of political change 
undermines the European 
.alliance system,” he wrote in a 
recent article, adding *hat: the ' 
current approach to arms control 
“not only assumes the political 
status quo — it helps to reinforce 
it.” 
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A further problem faring toe 
West is what sort of economic aid 
to grant the refarmrmmded East 
Europeans. Poland ai>d Hungaiy 
have run up multi-billion dollar 
foreign debts, largely s temming 
from Western loans they squan¬ 
dered in the 1970s. 

' Perhaps most worrying for the 
West is the future of East Ger¬ 
many, where the refugee exodus 
and demonstrations have aroused 
—especially in West Germany— 
the nagging problem of German 


reunification. • 

The U.S: ambassador to Bonn,. 
Vernon Watters, said last month 
it was abnormal to have two- 
Germanics, but most other coun¬ 
tries fear toe militaiy and econo¬ 
mic colossus that could result 
from reunification. 

Western diplomats and 
analysts see the oontxadkrioos in 
calKng for-Fotito-or-Hangariaii-- 
style refo rms in East Germany 
and admit toe force of arguments 
advanced recently by East Ger¬ 
man party ideologist Otto 


Reinhold. 

“What right would a capitalist 
(East Germany) have to exist 
alongside a capitalist Federal Re¬ 
public ' of Germany? None of 
course,” be said in '4 radio com¬ 
mentary. “There is no room for 
thoughtlessly jeopardising Social¬ 
ism or toe Socialist state.” " 
According to Western analysts, 
—the-West" has no-cboicc but to 
tasks* a cautions attitu de to de¬ 
velopments in Eastern Europe 
which it cannot influence or even 
predict. 


Disunity in Prague? 


By Michael Wise 

Reuter 

PRAGUE — A purported tape 
recording of Czechoslovak leader 
Milos Jakes addressing a closed- 
door meeting of Communist par¬ 
ty officials is providing amuse¬ 
ment for the grouting number of 
his critics. 

The recording, which has Jakes 
bemoaning a buck of popular sup¬ 
port for the hardline Communist 
leadership, has been broadcast by 
the U.S.-funded radio station 
Radio Free Europe several times 
in the past month. 

Party officials would not say 
whether or not the tape is 
genuine, but many dissidents 
familiar with Jakes’s voice believe 
it is an authentic recording of a 
meeting held in July. 

“It is a real hit in the daily life 
of our citizens,” said human 
rights activist Vaclav Maly. 

Cassettes are in high demand in 
opposition circles. 

The tape appears to have been 
produced covertly by one or more 
party members seeking to embar¬ 
rass Jakes, who is regarded as 
unable to articulate as effective 
party strategy other than ritually 
denouncing opponents as anti- 
Sodalist. 

“The fact that this tape exists is 
very important psychologically,” 
Maly said. “It shows Mr. Jakes 
has no certainty that when he 
speaks it wfll remain private and 
that toe party is not so united as 
we are led to believe.” 

According to the tape, Jakes 
admitted it had been a mistake to 
lock up the country's leading dis¬ 
sident, Vaclav Havel. To prose¬ 
cute such a prominent figure only 
risked renewed international 
.scorn and it was preferable to 
focus on lesser known dissidents. 

Several have been imprisoned 
in recent weeks. 

Havel, whose public stature 
has been enhanced by continuing 
to speak out on behalf of civil 
freedoms despite toe risk of im¬ 
prisonment, was freed in May 
after serving half an eight-month 
sentence for his part in a tumul¬ 
tuous week of anti-government 
protests in January. 

He and other independent 
activists last month urged the 
government to start formal talks 
with leading names of a 30,000- 
signature petition demanding 
political reforms and an open 
debate on the 1968 Soviet-fed 
invasion which ended toe Prague 


spring liberalisation movement 

There has been no response 
but diplomats and many dissi¬ 
dents agree there is little chance 
that Jakes and bis colleagues who 
came to power after the invasion 
would ever agree to such talks. 

“The physical limitations im¬ 
posed by the very nature of this 
system are such that they say they 
want reform but we believe in a 
way that it will have no real 
result,” said a diplomat from one 
of the East bloc countries now-in 
toe process of reform. 

While Jakes enjoys little popu¬ 
lar respect and faces a rapid rise 
in independent political activity 
— over 30 opposition groups 
have emerged in the past year — 
die Communist party can still rely 
on one of the bloc’s highest stan¬ 
dards of living and tight police 
control to ensure political rilence 
from most.of Czechoslovakia's 
15.5 million people. 

“The majority of citizens are 
dissatisfied but they are afraid of 
losing their comforts and are un- 
wfliing to sacrifice anything,” said 
Maly. 

In contrast to Poland where toe 
Solidarity movement enjoys a 
broad base, Czechoslovakia’s 
political activists are largely con¬ 
fined to an educated class centred 
on the capital with little evident 
support among workers. 

At the same time economic 
growth is slowing down and in the 
long term threatens to unravel 
the unspoken bargain by which 
toe leadership has obtained the 
acquiescence of the nation in 
exchange for well stocked shops. 

Even official economists com¬ 
plain that plans to overhaul the 
bloated heavy industry sector 
consist of ill-fated half steps. A 
third of industry is in a hopeless 
state, much of it ripe for closure, 
a top state planning official 
admi ts. 

liberalised rules on travel* 
abroad have enabled more 
Czechoslovaks to see far them¬ 
selves that while they may enjoy 
better living standards than their 
Warsaw Pact neighbours, tor gap 
with the West is getting wider. 

The outpouring of protests in 
East Germany, whose living stan¬ 
dards are on a par with Czechos¬ 
lovakia. has also alarmed the 
leadership in Prague. 

“They have tended to see East 
Germany as a showcase, a model 
for resistance to glasnost and 
perestroika,” another East bloc 
diplomat said. 


Austria’s role in E. German exodus 
highlights importance of neutrality 


By Hanoi Konitzer 

EAST BERLIN has so far tacitly 
tolerated the help Austria has 
riven East German refugees in 
their exodus to toe Federal Re¬ 
public via Hangary. 

The East Germans have pro¬ 
tested loudly against the be¬ 
haviour of Budapest and Bonn 
but not against Vienna. 

Austrian foreign ministry offi- ' 
dais say East Berlin must know 
that protest would have no effect 
in Vienna. 

The East Berlin government is 
out on a limb and doesn’t want to 
impose a burden on its relations 
with Vienna — especially as Au¬ 
stria is on good terms with most 
East European countries. 

Bonn has rightly and repeated¬ 
ly thanked Austria for its attitude 
toward the East German re¬ 
fugees. 

Attention most naturally focus 
on toe courageous, historically 
significant deezrion by the Hunga¬ 
rian authorities to allow East 
Germans to cross toe border to 
the West 

But thin h umanitarian ges ture 
would have been to no effect had 
it not been for the active parti¬ 
cipation of neutral Austria. 

Who knows what Budapest 
would have decided if Austria, 
highly appreciated and badly 
needed for access to Europe, had 
not agreed to cooperate. 

In view of the h umanit arian 
approach neutral Austria has 
adopted towards waves of re¬ 
fugees in past decades, toe West 
has come to take it for granted. 
But it isn't a matter of course. 

For Vienna the international 
attention the exodus of East Ger¬ 
man refugees via Hungary and 
Austria has commanded for 
weeks comes at a convenient poli¬ 
tical junctnre. 

The Austrians have shown yet 
again, at a time when they are 
applying to join the European 
Community, how important and 
useful their neutral little country 
that sees itself as part of toe West 
and behaves accordingly can be. 

Its role can be particularly im¬ 
portant and useful in the present 
phase of international affairs, a 
phase marked by major change in 
the Communist camp. 

A further factor in Vienna’s 
favour is that the influx of East 


German refugees from Hungary 
and their immediate transit to the 
Federal Republic, a European 
Community country, takes much 
of the wind out of the sails of 
those in Brussels wbo take a dim 
view of Austria's open borders to 
the east. 

Austria’s surroundings have 
undergone a substantial change in 
the past year. The East used to be 
“predictable” from Vienna’s 
point of view, and neighbomrly 
relations were relatively quiet, 
despite toe many difficulties. 

No-one now knows where de¬ 
velopments are beading. “We in 
Austria have every interest in 
seeing the reformers prevail in 
Eastern Europe and change take 
its course,” Austria’s Foreign 
Minister, Alms Modi, recently 
told a conference of ambassadors 
in Vienna. 

But there must be no illusions 
that democracy was “just around 
toe comer” and that there would 
be no more setbacks. “The re¬ 
form process is in no way irrev¬ 
ersible,” be warned. 

In most East Bloc states re¬ 
forms, inasmuch as they were 
implemented, served die purpose 
of keeping the preseat leaders m 
power. 

They were envisaged because 
die system of economic planning 
bad been a failure ana not on 
account of lofty democratic 
objectives of any kind. 

If economic reforms failed to 
live up to the expectations placed 
in them by people in these-coun- 
tries, the disappointment would 
dash hopes of and strength for 
political change, he said. 

Everything now depended on 
the West.swntiy and generously 
helping forces prepared to 
embark on reform in Eastern 
Europe. 

Austria noted with dismay that 
Herr Mock’s p roposal, made at 
the June Efta conference, for the 
Western industrialised world to 
raise $6bn in loans to Eastern 
European countries willing to 
embark on re fo rm had not met 
with a positive response in a 
angle country. 

Bor Austria, developments in 
neighbouring countries to toe 
East are not necessarily harmless. 
Austria's status, between East 
and West, must undergo a reap¬ 
praisal. 

Despite toe enormous risks 


faced in £astem Europe, forefen 
mimstiy officials in Vienna refer 
to them as a ‘‘positive instability” 
that is hill of enormous oppor¬ 
tunity. 

Austria would be delighted to 
emerge from its peripheral posi¬ 
tion on a dead border with the 
East, but many Austrians are 
worried lest their country, neutral 
and left to its own devices, might 
be caught in a maelstrom of 
uncontrollable developments. 

When U.S. politicians such as 
Henry Kissinger or Lawrence 
Eagjebnrger then say Austria 
ought now to take the lead on 
behalf of states that are no longer 
C ommunis t but not yet Western, 
Austrian officials' hair stands on 
cud. 

Austria, says a senior foreign 
ministry official, Thomas KJestfl, 
is a Western democracy and can¬ 
not be assigned to toe grey zone 
between East and West that is 
now taking shape on the Soviet 
Union's borders as a consequence 
of the collapse of Communist 
power structures. 

Austrians are said to see their 
future not as. a crystallisation 
point for countries keen to part 
company with Communism. That 
would be to forfeit their own way 
of life. 

Several Eastern European 
countries might fed that Au¬ 
stria’s present position, would be 
their own best bet as a long-term 
political objective. Viomahasno 
objection to them holding tins 
view. 

But Austria does not want to. 
mark time. It hopes to be a 
member of the European Com¬ 
munity in five years’ time. Dr. 
Klestti says. 

The Latest developments in- 
Eastern Europe have calmed 
down the Viennese intellectuals 
arguably headed by Education 
and Science Minister Erhard 
Busek. 

In recent years and in som e 
cases they have bad enthusiastic 
visions of a revival of Central 
Europe as a political force with 
Vienna as its focal point. 

Germany, incidentally, is not 
included in Central Europe as 
tins envisaged, unlike Poland 

Dr. Busek, who has long 
mused intensive ties with mem- 
ben of the Opposition in Eastern 
Europe, can fairly claim that they 
have shown interest in political 


virions of this kind. 

Yet now the idea of an indc 
pendent belt of Central Europea 
countries between the Europea 
Community and the Soviet Unio 
no longer seems so unrealistic 
Austria is keen not to be hamci 
sed to the bandwagon and wool 
certainly not like to take the lead 

The Austrians know how muc 
political dynamite there is in to 
region. In addition to toe legac 
of Communism in collapse, a 
Austro-Hungarian successo 
st ates have mutual border 
minority and other disputes tin 
Could easily lead to regional cot 
flict if there were no hegemonic 
power to keep them in order. 

So it is a mystery why Austria i 
now in the throes of a domestic 
election campaign debate on rt 
during the equipment of An 
stria’s armed forces, the Bur 
desheer. 

Yugoslavia, fin- instance, is 
particularly crisis-prone neigi 
hour, and its very unity is i 
stake. 

In Slovenia, the Yugoslav re 
public bordering on Austria, re 
formers are openly toying wit 
the idea of an economic unio 
with Austria, which is noentim 
siastic, not least for fear c 
jeopardising its neutrality. 

“We are keen to see Yngosb 
via cope with its difficulties, 
Foreign Minister Mode says. Be 
Austria feels the. disputes witia 
Yugoslavia arc so serious tin 
contingency plans have bee 
drawn up should dashes occo 
there. 

The Austrians are prepared b 
nse their traditi onally good idi 
tions with Eastern Europe to bdj 
reformers there. 

Their offers of assistance rang 

from advice and. information t 
economic aid, indoding joir 
ventures, management tr amp 
and converting loans into equit 
participation; ■ ' - 

Poland, for instance, owes An 
stria over 40 bdfion schflfings, c 
steady DM6bn. 


ing. Eastern European 
international■ bodies,, c 
governmental cooperai 
world expo planned ft 


1995 and a further ea 
cultural cooperation. 
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6 mafades, .26 s^ropositifs en Jordanie 


Si da: faire face A la reality 



Deptrn 1986, 

6 Jordamens ont Yictuues do. sida, 

Sefon le mnudre de la Sant£, 
tous ont contracts la maladie 
hrs de sGjoars A l’&ranger. 

Biea qae tear nombre rests table, 
le goavemement 

a land d&s 1987 des campagnes d^information, 
en Unison 

avec ^Organisation mondiale de la sanUS. 

Des campagnes sans taboos, indoant notanunent 
ks dSpistages 
gratuits et anonymes, 
doublSes d 9 un contrdle syst&natique 
des Emigres, soignds hors da pays, 
a lent retoar dans le royaume. 


La mort discrete (Tun jetme 
Jordarricn de 22 axis, fly a deux 
semames, est venue raider, si 
besoin 6tait, que le si da est aussi 
noe r£alrk dans le royaume 
haAiaitc. Une kftlik, que le 
ministfere de la Sank d i i tfa an- 
jourd’hui ft 6 malades et 26 s6ro- 
positifs. Incomparabiement 
moins rdpandue qu’en Afrique 
(*), en Europe on aux Etats- 
UnK, la maladie prdoocupe suffi- 
samment les autoritfcs, pour faire 
desormais partie des fkaux com- 
battns par tons les moyens dis- 
ponibles. 

Panrri eux, figurent le contrdle 
des ptaqoettes de sang imports 
par les hdpitaux et le d£pistage 
des Joxdamens opdrfa ft l'dtrau- 
ger. “Nous nous sommes en efffet 
rendu compte que dans tous les 
cas repertories, la maladie a €t&' 
contractde par transfusion de 
saagf*, souligne le doctenr Ham 
Shaznmout, du nrinistto de la 
Sank. 

Un constat qne confirme 
Abdullah Abbadi, chef do 
department medical de l*hflpital 
universitaire et seal spiriaHstc 
jordanicQ du sida. Sel6n lui, aa- 
am foyer de propagation de la 
maladie n’existe ft rinkrienr des 
frontiferes. Confronts an “mal chi 
stede” d&s la d6couverte du pre¬ 
mier cas dans le royaume en 


an grand public. “Cest le seul 
jamais doit id sur le sujet”, 
indique-t-fl. 

Ouvrage dkiactique, “Le Sida” 
rappelle snccintement la 
ddcouverte du virus, les reefeer- 
ches alors en couxs et ses modes 
de transmission. -Quant ft la 
prevention, qui demeure le seal 
moyen -efficace de hrtte, le doc- 
teur Abbacfi I’dvoque dans on 
cadre rdsolumment religjenx. 
Stigmatisant les “societies qui 
autorisent la Hberk sexuelle” , n 
rappelle, an nom de 1'islam, qu’il 
“ne fantpratkjuer ni l’adult&re, ni 
I’homosexuaKk, ni la prostitu¬ 
tion”. Et de conseiller ft ses lec¬ 
terns de “ne pas frequenter ceux 
qui s’y adonnent”. 

Informer 
sans taboo 

Bn 1967, le livre <f Abdullah 
Abbadi a 6t£ relayd par les cam- 
pagnes d’informations du 
gouvemement Deux operations, 
de deux semames chacune et 
dokes d’un budget propre, out 
etd organisees ft richelle 
rationale, en collaboration avec 
le programme de rOtganisation 


mondiale de la sank (OMS). 
“Nous avons diffuse des videos 
sur les deux chatnes de la JTV, 
organise des debats dan$ les 
facnltes, efistribue des brochures 
et des afficbes, dont certames soot 
nos creations”, rapjpcBe Mura 
Hamzeh, responsable depots 3 
ans des programmes d’6ducation 
an mmistftre de la Sank. 

An risque de choquer, les auto¬ 
rites out choisi de “tout dire et de 
le dire partout”. A chaqne fois, 
rhomosexualite et la drogue 
notamment, out 6k aborddes 
sans pressibn morale. “Nous 
sommes aUSs . jusque dams les 1 
mosqudes, les dgKses et les pris¬ 
ons, souligne Muna Hamzeh, 
Avec poor objectif tfinfo rmer et 
non d’effrayer les gens. Nous leur 
faisons comprcndre qne e’est la 

maladie qne nous combaltons, 
pas les malades”. 

Informer sans tabou reste 
cependant one chose difficile. 
Parier des «mflienx ft hants ris- 
ques” bquivaut ainsi pour cer- 


quel doit se livrer le miniskre n*a 
d’ailleurs pas penms efindure 
l’utilisafion des preservatifs, pour- 
tant en vente dans les pharmacies, 
comme moyen de prevention. 

Les tests de dfipistages gratuits 
et anoiqmies, fburnis par l’OMS, 
ont par contre pu fitre mis ft la 
efisposhkm du public. “900 6tu- 
diants et 800 ddtenus ont accepk 
de le faire jusqu’ft anjourcThui, 
prdtise k docteur Hani Sh amm- 
ont: Us se sent d’ailleurs tous 
r£v6ks xkgatifs”. Voiontaires au- 
xquels se sont ajoutes, dans k but 
de d6dramatiser la demarche, le 
personnel de l’hdpital universe 
tazre et ks foxxcrionnaires du 

Bouchons 





Are affiefae d’infortnatioii 
a Jordanie snr le sida: 
ictiini d’aferto, 


nrinistfere de la Sante. . 

Les services du mimst&re ont 
6galement d6dd6 de vemr en aide 
aux malades et ft tons families. 
Un soutien moral qui compense 
taut Wen que mal le manque de 
structures abilities ft recevoir les 
patients. Le doctenr Abdullah 
Abbacfi, ■ 6panl6 par one seule 
mfirmi&re, reconnait que leur 
presence dans ks bdpitaux posent 
sonvent des probldmes. “Les 
mddedns redngnent un pen ft 
s’oeenper des sickens”, avoue-t- 
fl. 

Hhistration on non efun rejet, 
les malades ne sont admfc en 


Abdullah Abbadi 
seal sptda&ste jordanka 
de la "“I’ vfff it anhiw 
d*an Hvre grand 
cks 1986. 

cfimque que s’ils souffrent de 
fiftvre ou d’h£morragies. La pin- 
part du temps, ils s’y voient pre- 
scrire du “Retrovir” pour tout 
traitement avant de retonrner 
cbez eux. “Ce produit a pour 
efietde freiner k dftveloppemeot 
chf*virus, de duninuer les symp- 
tfimes et par voie de consequence 
le nombre de visiles ft l'h6pital», 
pr6dse-t-il. 

Les sdropositifs, eux, sont sous 
contrdle medical permanent et 
constituent lVm des publics les 
plus suivis. «Nous leur donnons 
des conseils en priv6», d6clare-t- 
on an mhust&re de la Sank, oft 


Mots c roisSs 


A B C D E 


pmr Bwtda H m t t B 

G H I J 


Horfaoptttlwiwnt. 

1: certains drames peuvent r£tre. 
2: mxnperaB. 3t cues vivent avec 
ks toes. 4: oui russe; pied de 
poitc. £fe va en dasse. €s t 
ootnnxr 1’air. 7: pronom persmmel; 
Ugmuroeuses. & se pratique ft la 
fin de la messe; ran g ements. 9: 
habinceb; choisi. 1ft mistrfies. 

(Soladoa Jewdi prodtaia) 


VerticakfiMsd. 

A: grave. B: emanation divine; 
chot&s. C: rays des aHumettes; 
abandonnd. Ik Est de la France; 
sons la balle de gdL E: adjecdf 
possessif; dans ht pier. F: oiganc; 
pronom. Gs ccnpaienL H: ddman- 
stratif; pipelettes. I: spddalik; 
pays de rAmazone. J: brflmer; 
transpire. 


Paris, oft 56% des tkpiaoe- 
ments s’effectuent en urtnaobati 
particstiftres, abrfte 4 mffioos de 
vfiucules. Chaque jour, s’y Con¬ 
tent environ l^OO.MO voHnres, 
veoant de banfien on de province. 
Ik cfaMfre en augmentation de 2% 
par an. Le rlsnftat: des 
embouteillages incessants, des 
mHBards qn s’fvuoaieait en 
gaz d’6d ia ppement, la poflntion, 
le stress. 

Que faire? Intenfixe la circula¬ 
tion dam le centre de Paris, 
comme- ft Florence on ft Milan? 
frreritnfcr un p6age~d*entr6e dis- 
suasif ft llnstar de Stngapour? 
Iuterdire comme aux Atbfniens 
de drculer un. jour sur deuX? 
Autant de mesuxes 6cart£es par 
ks pouvears publics, qui xedou- 
tent la lev6e de boudieis des 
conducteurs... et ks retombdes 
flectorales. 

S’fl est done impossible cT adap¬ 
ter l’automobfle ft la villc, com¬ 
ment retourner la propoatkm? H 
ne reste plus gufere ft Paris d’ar- 
tftres flaxgissabks, ft moins de 
saxaifier k patriomome artistique 
et (faccrottie 1a pollution. Ddve- 
lopper ks txamgports publics, mal- 
gre les efforts entrepxis, ne per- 
met mamfestement pasde couper 
k cordon entre les Frangais et 
leur venture. 

Puisque les solutions font 
ctoEaut en surface, certains ks ont 
dmchfes en sous-soL De cette 
idde sont n£s deux projetsi 
d’autoroutes souteraines: “Las¬ 
er”, imag ing par ks Grands Tra- 
vaux de Marseille (GTM) et “3 
R”, concoctd par ks bureaux 
d’itndes du grotqje Bonygues. 

“Laser” (Liaison autoroutifere 
so u terr aro e expresse rdgtonak) 
se pnSsente sous 2a forme d’un 
anneau entourant le centre his- 
torique de la capitak. En partent 



Le prqfct “Laser”. Une pr emftre tranche de travsux (en noir continn) 
d tnenfr ift les gara ec lea qmrtfen importunes, avimf qne le rfeom sooterraln 
soft refit an piluilpelu inlo nw tn (en pd idUfc ). 


dnq autoroutes en direction du 
noro, de Touest, du sud-ouest, du 
sod et du sud-est. L’ensemble 
forme un r£sean de SO 
kilometres, creusd entre 30 et 70 
mfttres de profemdeur, sous les 
tunnels du mdtro, les dgoflts... 

Seales ks voitnres de tourisme 
pourraient enrp nmie r la liaison 
(un tunnel ft aeux chanssdes su- 
perposdes de 9,5 xnfttres de di- 
amdtre), moyennaut un tarif de 
pdage de 20 francs (environ 2 
dinars) pergu dkctroniqnement 
pour dviter les embouteillages. 
La construction, dont k cofkt est 
estimd ft 16 miDiards de francs, 
demaiKtoait 9 ans et erderait 
5.000 exnpkns, selon ks concep- 
teurs du projet. 

L’entreprise Bonygues, qnant ft 
elk. se montre (hscrdte sur k 
contenu de «3 R» tant qu’aucune 
dddsion n’est prise. Onsait ndan- 
moins qu’il sera/t de conception 
beaucoup phis simple. H se com- 
poserait de deux axes pezpendi- 


culaires, qui se croiseraient an 
coeur de Paris, et de nombreux 
pares de stationnement. 

L’un des projets, ou une corn- 
bin aisoo des deux, verra-t-il le 
jour? Le maire de Paris, Jacques 
Chirac, dont tout ddpend, se 
montre pour lTieure plutdt rfiser- 
v6. Et d’autant plus hdsitaut que, 
si la circulation en sous-sol com¬ 
pte ses partisans, d’autres (dont 
les dcologistes) la qualifie dTaber- 
rante et de catastropbique pour 
l’environnemrat. Jacques Chirac 
a annoned lmufi la suppression de 
100.000 places de stationnement 
dans ks rues et la gdndrafisation ft 
toute la ville des parmdtres. Para- 
Udlement, k prdfet de police de la 
capitak, Pierre Verbnxggbe, en¬ 
visage de “renforcer trfes sensible- 
ment” les sanctions contre les 
infractions. Sanctions qui pour- 
ront aller “jusqu’au retrait de 
pextras de condmre'', a menacd le 
maire de Paris.' 

Pierre-Albert Lambert. 


Pon rejette catdgoriquement 
touts mesure (Tisotonent «inhu- 
maiu». 

Dans les locaux du service de 
programmes dducatifs, ft 
Shmeisani, ks deux affiches con- 
tjoes par 1’dquipe de Muna Ham¬ 
zeh tdmoignent ft leur manidre du 
rhfemrn ddjft parcouni en deux 
an«. Sur la premidre, deux mains 
crochucs de couleur jaune sur 
fond noir s’apprfitent ft ssdsir par 
la t£te un inmvidn une foule 
anonyme, oh est dessi n d on gros 
point d'interrogation rouge. La 
deuxtone, sur laqueQe est re- 
prdscntde le ^obe en deux cercles 
symdtriques, indiqne sobrement 
que la Jordanie partiripc au prog¬ 
ramme de lutte de l’Organisation 
mondiale de la sank. 

«Le premier poster avait une 
fonotion d’akrte et se vonlait une 
symbolisation du danger mortel 
de la maladie, explique son 
erdateur, Walid Nagbawy. Au- 
jotird’hui que la situatiOD a chan¬ 
ge, je ferais quelque chose de 
totaiement diffdrent, si on me 
commandait un nouveau dessin*. 
Un changement dont Muna Ham¬ 
zeh se cm satisfoite. ft un mois et 
demi du lancement de la 
troisifeme campagne rationale 
d’iofonnation, ft l’occasion de la 
journde mondiale du sida. “Au- 
jonrd’hui, tous ks Jordaniens sa- 
vent au moins comment se protd- 
ger du virus.» 

Saeda Kflani 
et Akin Renon. 


(*) Seloa I'OMS, 270.000 des 
480.000 malades du sida vivent en 
Afrique, continent qui ne compte que 
le dixtemc de la population mondiale. 

Centre culture! royal 

CinSma 

franqais 

actuel 

La sanaiiw'dn G3m yongos- 
kve ft peine adievde, e’est an tour 
du doftna franpfti de s’af- 
fidwr an centre culture! royal. 
De fundi ft jeudi, quatre longs- 
mdtrages seront prdsentds an 
public. 

De l’univers du jazz en 1959/ 
1960 aux Etats-Unis (“Autour 
de minutt”, de Bertrand 
Tavernier) au drame campag- 
nard propre an cindma frangais 
des anndes qnarante (“La 
Maison assassinde”, de 
Georges Lautxxer), les quatre 
films prdsenks ft partir de lun¬ 
ch an centre culture! royal ont 
en common la veine rdaliste et 
une predilection pour les des- 
tins indivi duels. Deux carackr- 
istiques quasi permanentes du 
septiftme art frangais. 

A l’instar de “Conseil de 
famille”, de Constantin Costa- 
Gavras, et “Elsa, Elsa”, de 
DidierHautepm, Bs prdsentent 
dgalement l’intdrdt d’etre sortis 
dans ks saUes obscures entre 
1986 et 1988 et de donner la 
tanalik d’lm cindma prdsent 
qu’on dit sonvent (trap sou- 
vent, peut-fttre) en crise. 

Organisde sous l’dgide du 
ministftre des Affaires 
dtrangeres et actuellement en 
tournde dans 13 pays arabes, 
cette semaine du cindma fran¬ 
gais sera ofGdeUement inau- 
gurde le 16 octobre par l’am- 
bassadenr de France, Denis 
Bancbaxd. 

“OanS n a frangais actuel", du 16 au 
19 octobre. Stances ft 20h00 (Sims 
sous-titnSs en arabe). 


OLP. Le president le l’OLP se rendra vendredi au Caire. Yasser 
Arafat s’entretiendra avec k prdsident Hosni Moubarak des efforts 
ddployds par I’Egypte et les Etats-Unis pour amorcer un dialogue 
direct entre Palestiniens et Isradliens. Le secretaire d'Etat amdricain, 
a pour sa part invik les ministres tsnklien et d^ptien des Affaires 
dtrangftres ft Washington. James Baker, avail indiqud dimanche qu’il 
comptait raster actif dans les ndgodatioiis entre le Caire et Tel Aviv, 
tnalgrd le rejet du plan Moubarak par le gouvemement Shamir. 

Hongrie. Rezso Nyers, numdro un de i’ex-Parti commnniste 
hongrois, a dtd dlu land ft la prdtidence du nouveau Parti sodaliste, 
erdd samedi soir ft Budapest. Les statuts et le programme du PSH ont 
dtd adoptds dans la mdme joumde. Objectif du nouveau parti, dont 
l’embldme sera 1’oeillet rouge: assurer «une transition padfique et 
graduelle [de la Hongrie] vers le sodalisme ddmocratique*. 

Nord-Sud. «Nous ne devons pas nous idsigner ft I'appauvrissement 
dn tiers mt3Dde», a ddclard lundi Frangois Mitterrand, au premier 
jour de sa visite de 48 heures au Vdndzuela. Evoquant les dettes des 
pays pauvres, le prdsident frangais a appeld ft une reprise «sans rdpit 
dn dialogue Nord-Sud» et ft un effort des pays industrialisds pour 
rdduxre les «injustices». 

Anniversaire. L’ensemble des services publics, les banques et de 
nombreux magasins seront fermds ce jeudi en raison de la cdldbration 
de J’annrversaire de la xudssauce du Prophfete, le 12 octobre 571. Les 
prindpales edrdmonies commdmoratives se sont ddrouldes bier ft 
Karak et au Palais de 1 Culture d’Amman, en presence des plus 
hantes pexsonnalitds musulmanes du pays. 

Train. La ligne fexroviaire de Hijaz entre Amman et Damas, 
interrompue depuis 6 ans, a dtd remise en service hier matin. 
Ddsonnais, un convoi quittera la capitale syrienne tous les jeudis ft 
7h20. La liaison en sens inverse sera assurde ft partir d’Anunan le 
dimandie ft 8h00. Le train pourra transporter jusqu'ft 300 passageis. 
Prix du ticket: entre 15 et 2.5 dinars. 

Chef. Les 120 musirieris de 1’orchestre philarmonique de Berlin- 
Ouest ont dlu dimanche Qaudio Abbado, 56 ans, ft la kte de leur 
formation, en replacement dUerbert von Karayan. Le chef d'orches- 
tre italien, qui occupait jusqu'ft present le pose de directeur musical 
de I’Opdra de Vienne, assurera dgalement la direction artisqne du 
philarmonique de Berlin. 

Vexdse. 7,2 milliar ds de dollars: e’est le coAt estimd du projet de 
sauvetage de Venise prdsenk le week-end dernier en Italie, et adopk 
par le gouvememenL Le programme de tra vaux, baptisd «Rea», doit, 
permertre de restructurer les fondations de la Qtd des Doges et 
d’assainir la lagune qui menace la vQJe d'effondrement. 

Grands moyens. Un jeune homme, qui rddamait une pidee de 
2 francs suisses a un couple dimanche dans une rue de Zurich, 
est parvenu ft ses fins et braouant sur eux une mitraillette 
chargde. Son «butin» en pocne, 1’inconnu a remerdd ses 
vicrimes avant de rengainer son arme et de prendre la fuite. 


■A L'AFFICHE 


CINEMA 

La Classa operaia va in Paradise, 
d'Elio Preti. avec Gian Maria 
Votoote et Mariangela Melato. Dra- 
me soda!. 

Haya art eestn, Jeadi 12 aetobre I 19MB 
(m KaBtn). 

Noriksee ist Mordsee, de Hark 
Bohm, avec Uwe Engelmann et 
Dshingis Bowakow (1976). La fugue 
de deux adolescents ft bord (run 
radeau pais d'tm navire sur la mer dn 
NordL 

Goethe. 14 octohra'ft 2lfaOB 
(en oHmmnH, HM-titrf CD BDghdS). 

Cocoon, de Ron Howard, avec Don 
Amedxe, Wilford Brimley et Hume 
Cronyn. Trois bommes d’Sge mflr 
d£couVent one piscine abandonnfte 
rempEe d’oeux giants. 

Centre nftjata, d lnri i r 15 octobre ft 
19faM (« angbfa). 

Cukma frangais actuel. Quatre 
kings-m£trages figurent au program¬ 
me de la semaine du film frangais, ft 
partir de lundi au centre culture! 
royal. 

(Voir cKoatrr) 

MoonwaDwr. Voyage au coeur de 
runiveni de Michael Jackson et de 24 
anodes de succ&s. 

Centre emfrfcata, nanfl 17 octobre A 
19MB. 

Onft-dnb. Stances ft 14h00, 16h00, 
18h00, 20h00 et 22h00. Projection 
pour les jeunes jeudi ft 16h00; 
nouveau film lundi ft 20fa00 pour les 
membres du club. 

Jendi 12: Harem; ImSana Jones and the 
last crusade; Saab; Harem Holiday; Guos 
and fury. 

Vcadndi 13: SorccDerir, 00; Arabian 
mdut; Port Sagane; STing Salomon's mines 


(lore version). 

SamaB 14c March or die; Bcaagcst; The 
Liao and the wind; La BataiHe d 1 Alger 
Nostradamus. 

Dtoanche 15: The Commandos; The lost 


command; Tbe Protocole; Rise and tall of 
Amine Dada; Mendosa's touch. 

Lamfl 1th The Exorcist (lire version); 
Awaking: Dawn of the mummy; K. 9; 
Blood of tbe grave of the mummy. 
Marti 17: Riders of the lost arch; Roll 
over, Arab oil; Indiana Jones and tbe last 
crusade; The man with a deadly gtiocc. 
Mercredi 1& SorccDerie; 21 boon in 
Munch; Beaches; Exodus (1); Exodus (2). 

Fthas en vnrrion adgiaak. TO: MINI. 
Route de P iadw a sIM . S drotte I" hitet 
J fnuato n frit la nfita I gaacfce, 399 m. 

CONFERENCE 


L’espace urbain de Ffifra. Jean- 
Marie Deutzer, professeur ft 
I’univereitfi de Paris-1 prdsente tes 
derniers travaux cartograpbiques, qui 
permettent de mieux compreodre 
ramfnagemeut de P6tra dans un en- 
vironnement hostile. 

Centre caltarei fraa^als, mercredi 18 
octobre ft lBfaBt (a fru^b). 

EXPOSITIONS 


Regards mutliples. 39 lithographies 
de Picasso, Chagall... constituent le 
Legs Sortier, panorama de la peinture 
contemporaiue. 

Centre caKard royal. CKttare ce JesdL 

Rome, XVIe nftde. Les cbefe- 
d'oeuvres de la peinture haHenne du 
XVIe stole, photographies par le 
cdKbre atelier AKnari. en tournde au 
Procbe-OrienL 

Centre caltarei de Salt, jusqo’aa 16 
octobre. Centre caltarei royal, da 17 an 2L 
IMven&ft de Mma*. da 24 an 29. 

TELEVISION 


Mode Fontaine, de Marco Pico, 
avec Qdmentiiie Ceterid, Jean-Loup 
Rajot et Yves Afonso (1989). Poor 
avoir accept^ de vemr en aide ft une 
fillette esseulde, un pianiste de 
cabaret se retrouve embartjud dans 
use enqudte poliriftre. 

JTV, veadredi 13 octobre ft 17h3B. 
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Investor confidence boosts 
Gulf Arab stock markets 


BAHRAIN (R) — Infant stock markets in Gulf Arab 
states are growing on a wave of investor confidence. 
But regional economists say more shares, more 
players and better information disclosure are needed 
to coax them to maturity. 


Rising share prices and swell¬ 
ing trade volume in some Gulf 
markets show investors have be¬ 
gun to repatriate part of an esti¬ 
mated $160 billion of private 
funds invested abroad. 

There are 170 joint stock com¬ 
panies in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states capitalised 
at around S22 billion. 

But despite the higher turnov¬ 
er, less than three per cent of 
their shares are actually being 
traded and prices in many cases 
do not reflect the true value of 
the stock, analysts say. 

“Things are moving but we are 
still emerging from a recession 
and it will take time before ex¬ 
pectations change," Gulf Interna¬ 
tiona] Bank economist Henry 
Azzam said. 

Bahrain. Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the Un¬ 
ited Arab Emirates from the 
GCC, an economic and political 
alliance. 

Economists say a major obsta¬ 
cle to development of its stock 
markets is the fact that govern¬ 
ments hold most of the shares. 

Admitting foreigners to the 
market, more disclosure of com¬ 
pany information and the setting 
up of investment houses to analy¬ 
se firms would also give a badly- 
needed boost, they say. 

An economic upturn fuelled by 
higher oil prices and the August 
1988 ceasefire in the Iran-Iraq war 
has encouraged GCC states to 
begin selling off their assets but 
this is being done gradually to 
avoid depressing prices. 

Of the privately-held firms, 
some yield such high profits there 
is no incentive to sell, while 
others have seen the value of 
their shares drop to a fraction of 
what they were worth during the 
oil boom years. 

“Share prices are moving in 
line with improved company per¬ 
formance but the market is still 
depressed," Hassan Juma, gener¬ 
al manager of the National Bank 
of Bahrain, said. 

“People do not want to sell 
shares they bought at 30 times the 
price several years ago,” he told 
Reuters. 

In Saudi Arabia, share prices 
for nearly half the firms on the 


kingdom’s telephone-traded mar¬ 
ket have surged this year, pushing 
the weekly index through the 
100-point barrier on Oct. 4 for 
the first time since it was estab¬ 
lished in 1985. 

Saudi officials say the daily 
value of shares traded during the 
first week of October more than 
doubled to 22.5 million riyals ($6 
million) from the same period 
during 1988. 

But an independent analyst 
noted that Saudi Arabia has 2,000- 
factories compared with only 64 
joint stock companies. 

More stock should be made 
available so turnover would rise 
and prices reflect the true value 
of shares, but it was very difficult 
for established firms to issue 
Stock, he said. 

“The firms want to sell at 
above par value while authorities 
want to price the issues as low as 
possible. Their over-riding con¬ 
cern is that in the absence of a 
sophisticated investment com¬ 
munity, the masses should not be 
in a position to lose too much 
money through speculation,” be 
said. 

In Kuwait — which has the 
region's oldest and biggest official 
exchange — analysts say market 
performance has been lacklustre 
in 1989, reflecting many financial¬ 
ly unsound firms. 

The official index for Kuwaiti 
firms dropped to 40.11 in the 
week ended Oct. 4 from 42.66 tbe 
previous year. Turnover averages 
at around SZ1.7 millio n a day. 

Jassem A1 Saadoun, general 


manager of A1 Shall economic 
consultants, told Renter there 
was little indication that perform¬ 
ance on the official exchange 
would improve. 

Id June, Kuwait reopened a 
parallel stock exchange alongside 
the official market. Officials say 
only a few firms have met its strict 
financial requirements. 

An earlier parallel 
crashed in 1982 for 
speculation which left a 
lion mountain of debt. 

Oman and Bahrain opened 
their first official exchang e s in 
May and June respectively. Both 
now have an average daily tur¬ 
nover of around 578,000 a day. 

Muscat exchange officials say 
activity has surpassed expecta¬ 
tions. But Bahraini broken say 
volume has declined since the 
opening and in August one big 
investor alone took 95 per cent of 
deals. 


bC- 


Omani officials said a new pa¬ 
rallel exchange should further 
boost activity when it opens on 
Nov. 1 with seven newly-estab¬ 
lished firms and 32,000 new 
shareholders. 

There are now only 18,000 
registered shareholders in Oman. 

Qatar is also planning to set up 
an exchange soon.' 

In the United Arab Emirates, 
tbe National Bank of Abu Dhabi 
(NBAD) index tracking 22 firms 
listed on a telephone traded mar¬ 
ket has leaped 43 per cent in die 
past seven months. 

Ziad Dabbas, stockbroker at 
NBAD, said this was partly due 
to better economic prospects but 
also to attempts by some brokers 
and sellers to manipulate prices. 

Less than 2,000 shares with a 
value of between 200,000 - 
300,000 dirhams ($54,000 - 
$81,000) are traded a day. 


Norwegian wins Nobel 

economic science prize 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — 
Trygve Haavelmo of Norway won 
the Nobel memorial prize in eco¬ 
nomic science Wednesday for us¬ 
ing statistics and probability to 
forecast how economies will be¬ 
have. 

Haavelmo’s work in 1941 
poineered the field of eco¬ 
nometrics, which freed economic 
theorists from the rigid testing 
standards of the stientmc labora¬ 
tory and introduced probability 
to economic forecasting. 

The Royal Swedish Academy 
of Science died the 77-year-old 
professor of economics at Oslo 
University for “his clarification of 
the probability theory founda¬ 
tions of econometrics and his 
analysis of simultaneous econo¬ 
mic structures.” 

Haavelmo was quoted by the 
Swedish news agency TT as 
saying he disdained the idea of 
prizes for academics. 

A colleague, who asked not to 
be identified, said Haavelmo in 
die past had “a critical attitude to 
such prizes.’\ 

He was open to his coL 
bat he was always shun- 
publidty,” said Asbjoem 
Roedseth of Oslo University's 


Economics Department. 

Haavelmo was at his home m 
the Oslo suburb of Baerum when 
the news was announced, uni¬ 
versity officials said. 

His telephone went un¬ 
answered, and one of bis neigh¬ 
bours said he saw tbe professor 
drive away from his apartm en t 
shortly after the announcement in 
Stockholm. 

He was the second Norwegian 
to win the economics prase. 
Haavelmo was a research assis¬ 
tant to Ragnar Frisch, who won 
the price the first year it was 
a wanted in 1969. 

Assar Lindbeck, chairman of 


Iraqi Airways seeks financing 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Iraqi 
Airways is seeking Arab and in¬ 
ternational finance to modernise 
and expand its air fleet, die head 
of the ariline has said. 

Nouredin A1 Safai said the 
company was seeking around 
$600 milli on to finance the mod¬ 
ernisation programme, including 
the purchase of four or more 
aircraft. 

He said the comp a ny, which 
has been turned into an auton-. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


We d nesday, October 11 ,1989 
Central Bank rates 


U.s. dollar 
Pound Sierling 
Deuischemark 
Swiss franc 


Boy 

638.0 

977.6 
330.1 

377.7 


Scfl 

634.0 

987.4 

333.4 

381.5 


French franc 
Japanese yea (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


91A 
437.9 
292.4 
96 3 
45.1 
I5&8 


98.4 
4CJ 
295J 

913 

45.6 

158.4 


8 

V 

a 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 


leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

n 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

* 

& 

One Sterling 1.5525/35 

U.S. dollars 

* 

One U.S. dollar 1.1757/67 

Canadian dollar 


1.9150/57 

Deutsche marks 


2.1617/27 

Dutch guilders 

f 

1.6725/35 

Swiss francs 

* 

40.18/23 

Belgian francs 

r 

6.4800/50 

French francs 


1401/1402 

Italian lire 


144.50/60 

Japanese yen 


6.5500/50 

Swedish crowns 


7.0725/75 

Norwegian crowns 


7.4550/4600 

Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold 360.30/360.80 

U.S. dollars 


omous enterprise, has won gov¬ 
ernment SUppOlt tO Seek finance 
from the international money 
market and -it is ready to pay 
commercial rates. 

A1 Safai, an engineer, was 
appointed last year to reform tbe 
state-run establishment and turn 
it into a company that is ran 
independently by an elected 
board of governors. 

He said the company made a' 
profit of $15 million last year and 
this year’s profit could be more 
than double that, after the com¬ 
pany adopted new methods in 
management and engineering. 

Tbe company has carried more 
than one million passengers in 
1989, 25 per cent more than last 
year, AI Safai said. 

Iraqi Airways is one of the 
oldest national carriers in the 
Middle East and despite its mod¬ 
est fleet of 14 Boeing aircraft, it 
has been eager to expand its 
routes since the August 1988 
ceasefire in the Gulf war. 

Earlier this year, Al Safai said 


Iraqi Airways was considering 
buying American-made Boeing 
767s or European-made Airbus 
A-310s or A-320S to replace 
ageing Boeing 707, 737 and 747 
aircraft. He said the company 
also has studied bids from 
McDonnell Douglas Corp. for its 
DC-10 aircraft. 

.Aviation, experts in the area 
sajfl die Boeing 767 is most likely 
candidate, partly because Iraq 
already has Boeings and buOt a 
large main t enance facility for this 
kind of aircraft. 

In another area, Iraq signed a 
174 million-dinar ($522 million) 
contract with a local firm Tuesday 
for expansion of its southern port 
of Urnrn Qasr. 

Forts authority chairman 
Abdul Razak Abdul Wahab Ah' 
said 13 new berths would be buOt 
by 1994. 

Each of the new berths w£D be 
able to handle 250,000 tons of 
general cargo annually, raisin g 
the port’s overall handling capac¬ 
ity to 16 million tons a year. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY —News Corp's warning of lower 1989/90 profits, a high 
■ Australian dollar and weaker finishes in London and Tokyo 
depressed the All Ordinaries indqx 8.3 points to 1747.5. 
TOKYO — A discount rate hike by the Bank of Japan knocked 
the wind out of the market. The Nikkei fell 136.28 to 35.240.07. 

HONG KONG — Prices of blue chips closed lower despite 
Governor David Wilson's announcement of an ambitious new 
infrastructure development plan. The Hang Seng index fell 36.26 
to 2,807.78. 


SINGAPORE — The Straits Times industrial index surged to 
another post-crash high of 1,428.98, up 8.07. 

BOMBAY — Share prices finished mixed. Brokers said the 
market was undermined by fresh revelations about pay-offs in a 
$1.3 billion government aims deal. 

FRANKFURT — The DAX index dived 32.36 points — almost 
two per cent — to 1,604.05 under the impact of a three pfenning 
rise in the dollar. 


ZURICH—Interest rate worries depressed shares. The All-Swiss 
performance index lost 9.2 points to 1,185.3. 

PARIS —Shares eased but financials Paribas and Suez made 
strong gains. 


LONDON — The dollar’s strength arised doubts whether U.N. 
interest rates may not rise yet further. Tbe FTSE index was 
'Unchanged at 2218.8. 

NEW YORK — Stocks fell further in what analysts said looked 
like tbe start of a correction after a long push ahead. At 1558 tbe 
Dow Jones industrials were down 25.9 points to 2,759.43. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



"We didn’t get to go on vacation 
this year, but our money got 
to go to New York, Denver, 
Los Angeles, Chicago..." 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAMS 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


HOACC 


re mm 

BE 


LEKAN 


JJ _ 



RITAUN 


nxr 




VODURE 

1 

' ' Y 1 

^ _L-i 



THE BEST WAY TO 
TELL A WOMAN'S 
A6E IS WHEN 

• SHE'S THIS. 


form tho surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Prbit answer here 


■ cmtxxxxn 


Yesterday's 


(Anevrera Monday) 

Jumbles: MIDGE AUGUR DISCUS GENTLE 

Answer When they reedh middle age. many people sra 
reduced to th to—REDUCING 


flie prize committee, called 
Haavelmo “the father of modem 
econometrics” and a dominant 
figure in post-war economic 
theories. 

Econometrics holds that eco¬ 
nomic theories can be proved by 
atfaematical 


testing them with mat 


and statistical models. ' 

“AH of us who had-him as a 
teacher are glad,” said Hermod 
Skaamland, president of the 
Bank of Norway. “He has. the 
ability to bring out the core of a 
complex of issues." 

Meghnad Desai, a professor at 
the London School of Econo¬ 
mics, said: *Tm very happy be 
got tbe prize. White he did origin¬ 
al work, there has been a tenden¬ 
cy to give prizes to people who 
benefited from his. work and he 
has been in danger of being 
ignored.” 

Haavelmo’s 1941 doctoral 
thesis, which, he presented at 
Harvard University, “had a swift 
and pathbrealdng influence on 


the: development. of eco- 
nometiics,” toe academy said in a 
summary of his achievements. 

His work showed how econo¬ 
mic conclusion can be drawn 
from random samples, and how 
to use estim a tes to test theories 
and forecast the behaviour of 
economies, despite the influence 
of mflh'qns of unpredictable deri¬ 
sions by people and businesses. 

His theories “gave rise to ex¬ 
traordinarily rapid methodologic¬ 
al development’ and established 
“the foundation of modern eco¬ 
nometric methods,” the state¬ 
ment sakl. 

“He emphasised the eco¬ 
nometric foundation of probabil¬ 
ity theory and drew on the power- 

fill pulse of statistics," Lindbeck 
said in announcing tbe prize. 

“Through his new economic 
' theory, scientists have learned to 
anticipate how governmental in¬ 
stitutions react and how they in¬ 
fluence people’s decisions,” 
rid. 


Lindbeck saic 


Kremlin opposes 
price freeze, opts 
for broader plan 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
prime minister asked parliament 
Tuesday to postpone a proposed 
price freeze to give it time to 
produce a comprehensive econo¬ 
mic package. 

Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzh¬ 
kov, whose government faces 
accelerating wages and stagnant 
production, said a simple freeze 
on the prices of staples and con¬ 
sumer goods was not enough and 
that the country had to tackle its 
economic woes all at once. 

“We must, comrades, come up 
with a fully comprehensive 
approach to the problem. It is 
impossible to solve anything only 
by (controlling) prices,” Ryzhkov 
said. 

The prime minister asked de¬ 
puties to give the- government 
more time—“10 days, a month” 
— to woric out its final package. 

Ryzhkov said opening up the 
market completely wi t h o ut real 
competition or controls would 
induce severe inflation, with 
prases shooting up as much as 10 
times. 

Instead, he advocated intro¬ 
ducing elements of supply and 
demand while keeping a grip on 
most prices. 

There is enormous pent-up de¬ 
mand for consumer goods in the 
Soviet Union. Citizens hold an 
estimated 400 billion roubles 
($640 billion at official rate) in 
savings banks and matresses be¬ 
cause stores are largely empty. 

Many Western experts say reg¬ 
ulated state prices must rise 
sharply to soak up foe savings and 
help restore some balance to the 
embattled Soviet economy. 

But a string of deputies, driven 
by what they said were voters’ 
complaints, called for the im¬ 
mediate freeze, which also has 
the backing of the official trade 
unions. 

“Prices grow and grow, like 
mushrooms,” said Valentina 
Shevchenko, a deputy from Kiev. 
She said cooperatives had step¬ 
ped into the market, pushing 
prices up 10 to 15 times above 
state-set levels. 

But Ryzhkov told tbe parlia¬ 
ment the country’s economic per¬ 


formance could not su p port a 
price freeze while wages con¬ 
tinued to rise. 

In the three months ending in 
September income grew at a rate 
of 15.7 per cent while production 
increased at the rate of just one 
per cent, Ryzhkov said. Wages 
grew at an annual rale of 12.3 per 
cent in tbe first nine- months of 
the year. 


“We are not against people 
i — but 


earning wages — any sum 
every rouble must be supported 
by goods produced. When it is a 
difference of 15 times, we must 
understand that balancing the 
market is impossible,” he 
stressed. 

The government’s proposal 
calls for controlling wages and 
public spending and includes me¬ 
asures to ease price hikes. 

A competing draft, offered by 
the parliament’s committee on 
labour, prices and social policy, 
would freeze prices on staples 
and. .consumer-goods. 

Deputy Prime Minister Leonid 
Abalkin, a leading refbnmrt eco¬ 
nomist, said the government 
would take steps to' introduce 
market relations as part of its 
overall reform package. 

Hus meant stabilising prices in 
the consumer market, finking 
wage growth to productivity and 
introducing some controls on the 
prices of basic necessities, he 
said. 


According to Comm must Party 
agriculture chief Yegor Ligachev, 
the Soviet Union will ease chro¬ 
nic food shortags within five to 
seven years by reducing losses in 
transport and storage and . impro¬ 
ving research. 

In an interview broadcast on. 
Soviet radio, Ligachev- said en¬ 
ding tbe shortages “called for a 
,whole series of measures to be 
applied continuously. So for there 
has been no systematic approach 
to limiting losses.” 

ligachev, the most prominent 
conservative on the party's ruling 
Politburo and the country’s most 
important far ming official, pre¬ 
dicted major improvements with¬ 
in five to seven years. 


JEA reviews relations 
with Japan, Mauritania 


AMMAN (Petra)—Jordan Elec* 
tricity Authority (JEA) Director- 
General Mohammed SakTArafa 
Wednesday received in two sepa¬ 
rate meetings delegations repre¬ 
senting the Japanese Agency for 
International Cooperation and 
tile Mauritanian Water .and Elec¬ 
tricity Company and discussed 
with them scopes of bilateral 
cooperation between Jordan and 
their respective countries. 

In his meeting with the 


with the members meara of furth¬ 
er enhancing cooperation in the 
field of eleemetty in implementa¬ 
tion of the agreement concluded 
between the two governments. 


Under the agreement, the 
Jap an ese a gency will provide the 
JEA with advanced training 
: equipment and will send a nnm- 
/ber of technical staff from the 
Authority to. Japan for training. 
: With the Mauritanian delega¬ 
tion, Arab discussed a proposal 
by the JEA. to undertake a com¬ 
prehensive study of the Manrita- 
Bian company and the idea of 
training 15 Mauritanian electric 
at the JEA training 

centre. ■ 

JEA will also provide the 
Maur i t an ian company with aa ex¬ 
pert in the field of network dis¬ 
tribution'to work there for'two 




RJ holds annual 


... .'A 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) will hold its 
animal marketing and sales con¬ 
ference on Oct. 15, with the 
department and office directors 
attending. 

The two-day conference will 
discuss a number of reports and 
research papers on RJ activities, 
its future plans and strategy; 

On the occasion, RJ Director- 
General Husam Abu Ghazaleh 
bolds a press conference on Oct 
17, during which he will talk, 
about RJ operations and its fu¬ 
ture plans in the tight of a new 
marketing programmd; 

RJ last week participated in the 
International Air Transport 
Association's (IATA’s) annual 


conference for public relations, 
advertising and oamimniication 
officers which was held in Bel¬ 
grade. 


... > • 


In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, Samir 
Mntawi’, the executive assistant 
to the director general, said that 
the conference discussed working 
papers and researches on the best 
means to promote airline indus¬ 
try. On the sidelines of the LATA 
conference, the Arab Air Car¬ 
riers Organisation held a meeting 
for public relations officers in 
the Arab airline companies and 
elected Samir MntawP as chair¬ 
man of spokesman of the public 
relations committee. 
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Taiwan has little hope of 
cutting trade surplus 


V* 
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• « « 


m 1 

* I * 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan's trade 
surplus is increasing ««d officials 
and economists said there was 
now tittle hope of cutting it to a 
level likely to appease TJ.S. 


figures showed the is¬ 
land’s trade surplus jumped ab¬ 
out 40 per cent to $9.4 bflfion in 
the first eight 'months of 1989 
from $6.71 tuition in the same 
period last year. 

Officials and economists said it 
will be impossible for Taiwan to 
reach its goal of trimming 7 its 1989 
trade surplus to $10 bilhon from 
last year’s $10.9 bflfion. 

“Despite our efforts to reduce 
our surplus, it looks like it’s going 
to be Exceedingly diffiraih for us 
to meet this target,” Vice Econo- 

sr Gria 


uric Minister Owing pm-Kung 
said in an interview. 

He said this year's surplus, 
mainly from Taiwan’s trade with 
the United States, was now ex¬ 
pected to reach about $13 billion. 

In response to increasingly 
fierce U.S. complaints over die 
size of the surplus and threats of 
retaliation, Taipei early this year 
promised to slash 10 per cent off 
its surplus each year starting in 
1989. 

“It’s a big question whether we 
can fulfil this promise this year,” 
said Wang Ghao-Mmg, top econo¬ 
mic adviser to Premier Lee Huan. 

Taiwan’s exports rose nearly 11 
per cent in the first eight months 
of 1989, far outpacing import 
growth, which lagged at less 
than five per cent, Ctriang said. 

He said the island had gained 
export momentum partly because 
of a windfall of unexpected 
orders shifted from South Korea, 
which was troubled by labour 


strikes, and China after Peking 
crushed the pro-democracy 
movement in June. * 

Taiwan's import growth slowed 
because tbe island bought less 
gold than last year from the Un¬ 
ited States, he said. 

Taipei stopped purchases of 
the metal in July 1988 after 
Washington criticised it for im¬ 
porting $2.8 trillion worth in 1988 
to artificially reduce its trade-sur¬ 
plus. 

The officials said U.S. pressure 
on Taiwan to ‘open further its 
markets and to strengthen the 
local currency , would continue.. 

“It’s no comfort for us to see 
the trade surplus growing,” Wang 
said. “U.S. pressure on us will 
remain.” 

■ Bien Yn-Yuan, professor of 
economics at National Taiwan 
University, agreed, saying: “A 
rising trade surplus offers excuses 
for the U.S. that there is still 
room for appreciation of our cur¬ 
rency.’’ The local unit has 
appreciated over 50 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar.. 

But officials took comfort from 
a drop in Taipei's huge foreign 
exchange reserves, long criticised 
by Washington, that have dectined 
to $74.4 billion from $75.7 billion 
at the end of July. 

They said the outflow of money 
to fund Taiwan’s overseas invest¬ 
ment and travel boom and the 
island’s mounting invisible trade 
deficit would help to offset the 
increase in the trade surplus. Tbe 
capital outflow is expected to 
roach $12 billion this year. 

Officials also said Taiwan 
would continue to slash tariff 
rates, a process started two years 
ago. 
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I HAVE TO WRITE A REPORT 
ON ONE OF THE GREAT 
MYSTERIES OF LIFE-- 


IF A PERSON DOESN'T 
OWN A CAR,HOU)CAN A 
LOVER LEAVE A NOTE 




MAYBE l l Ll WRITE SOMETHING 
ABOUT THE MOON. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Committee to train Algerian team 

OR) — A committtt of four win take chain of 
S00cer team for tbnr last World Cap qnalxMxie 
mxt month, the Algerian news agency APS 
?*r. °? T ? es ^ a y- The committee will replace coach Kamel 
res *? ne< * 011 Monday after Algeria’s poor 0-0 draw 
t 6 -Egyptians m the home match in the eastern city of 
Constantine on Sunday. Algeria had been counting on a decisive 
SrS? “S^apossibte draw or defeat in Cairo on November 
"• /r* quoted Omar K ezzal, president of tbe Algerian Football 
Federati on, as s aying the committee would consist of three 
iUgeoan tramezs and a general manager who would be entrusted 
““““action and coaching. Algeria, at one time one of 
Afncas strongest sides, qualified for the 1982 and 1986 World 
^upfiuals- But they have slipped badly in recent years and 


next year’s fina l s in Italy. 

Irish fans warned to stay at work 

DUBLIN, Ireland—Irish sports fans have been told not to call in 
side with soccer fever when the national team plays a big world 
cop match this week. Employers said that a 1 a.m. kickoff for 
Wedn esda ys match between Ireland and nort h ern Ireland at 
L^nsdowne Road Stadium could lead to widespread absenteeism. 
The early afternoon kickoff has been set to try to avoid crowd 
troub»~ The federated union of employers, which represents 
Irelan d's major i ndust ries, said workers who called in sick and 
wwt to the match or stayed borne to watch it live on television 
would be disciplined. “It would be entirely wrong for people to go 
sick, as it were,’* Jim O’Brien, a spokesman for the group, said. 
O’Brien said he would watch a video recording erf the matdi after 
work. 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

OtM Tribune M«dlm Sinlc—. >na. 


DO IT IN REVERSE! 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
* AQ 10 
CAPS 
OQJ9 
S 7 5 2 
EAST 

* 7«4 
9 Q 103 2 
0 63 

* A K93 


WEST 

* S3 
9 J 84 

0 7542 

* Q I 10 4 


SOOTH 
* KIP 12 
9X75 
0 A K 10 1 

4 6 


The bidding: 

Sooth Wert 

North 

Bee« 

1 * 

Pm* 

2 NT 

Pms 

3 0 

Pm* 

4 * 

Pms 

4 NT 

Phi 

S 9 

Pms 

6 * 

Pms 

Pan 

Pms 


Opening lead: Queen of 4 
There are some bridge terms 
winch have an aura of mystoy 
about them. We receive xohay letters 
from readers who do not under¬ 
stand the term "dummy reversal." 
Normally, when you play a hand 
you try to use dummy's tramps fear 
raffing your losers, and your 
tramps to draw the atony's fangs. 
When you "reverse" the d ummy , 
you are simply turning that proce¬ 
dure upside down—you treat Chun-' 
my as the master hand and use your 


tramps for ruffing. 

How do you recognize when a 
■ dummy reversal is viable? The key is 
to have high trumps in dummy. 
Consider this hand. 

Six spades is an excellent contract 
despite ih» fact that the «yy m l»ni»d 
high card count is only 27. Tbe fact 
that there is no duplication in clubs 
is what makes it so good. Note 
North’s jump to four spades. His 
two no tramp bad limited his hand, 
so his jump described a holding 
greatly improved because of his fit 
for both of declarer’s suits. 

The defenders made their book 
On the opening lead, and declarer 
was faced with the possibility of a 
heart loser. He ruffed the dub con¬ 
tinuation, and his first chore was to 
find out how the tramps were dis¬ 
tributed. When both defenders fol¬ 
lowed to the second tramp, won on 
the board, declarer could virtually 
claim his contract. 

He raffed another dub, crossed 
io the jack of diamonds and raffed 
dummy's remaining dub with his 
last tramp. He got back to tbe table 
with die ace of hearts and drew the 
outstanding trump with dummy’s 
high tramp. On this trick he discard¬ 
ed a heart from hand. His hand now 
was high, and four red-suit winners 
brought the slam home. 


THE Daily Crossword » 


Robert O. WBson 


ACROSS 
1 Low voice 
5 Sharif 
9 Shadow- 
boxes 
14 Amo, 


IS JuHs Ward — 
IS Spartan slave 
17 Variable star 
IS Party 

19 Eat Into 

20 Garbo 

22 Make 
mistake* 

23 Turk, title 

24 Fiend* 

27 Strawberry 


30 Employ 

31 Depot: abbr. 

34 Onerous 

35 Devious one 
37 Neat u — 
3t Doc* 

39 Hackman 

40 Cashed Hi 
coupons 

43 McGovfn of 
(Bibs 

45 Half a tty 
45 Estuary 

47 Most ghastly 

48 San —■ 

50 FL etty 

53 Bason? *4J- 

54 Wallops 

55 Woody 

51 Imitate 
SI Forbear 
•2 Ueed a 

stopwatch 

63 Goes bad 

64 R o wlan d* at 



cine inn wm Bwkm, foe 

U IMlH IlMUlH 

_Yes terday's Puzzle Sohretfc 

6 St o povers 


7 Bestow 
6 C h ange* 


9 He fleeces? 
10 Hairdos for 


55 Tiffs 


87 Mg. river 

DOWN 

1 Sense of 
•xeftsmaBt 

2 Cupid 

3 Except 

4 Certain 
boundary 

5 Exclamation* 


11 Sabo plant 

12 Teased 

13 Gang c hai n? 
21 Banfs river 

25 Participial 
endkno 

26 Na tive*: ettfL 

27 Commence 

28 Finish lines 

29 Binary 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnrannnran 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnn 
nnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn norm 
nnn nnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnn 
non nnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


31 Metric onfl 

32 Musical 
BBnifa 

33 w* afl?" 

35 Peculiar 

36 Study of 


38 Move* slowly 

41 Trips for 
others - 

42 Ma Fanow 

43 — Plaines 

44 Bows 

47 Foursc or e 
46 Aigoay 


49 Hot drink 

50 Cereal 

51 Desk Ram 

52 — mater 

55 IA dty 

56 Boring place? 

57 Pentad* 

eg CIA fomnmnar 



Mike Tyson 

Tyson holds 
clinics for 
children 

ALBANY, New York (AP) — 
Heavyweight boxing champion 
"Mike Tyson sparred for a half- 
hour and signed autographs at a 
booting dime Monday morning as 
part of his sentence for speeding 
twice here last summer. 

Tyson also sparred at St. 
Joseph’s Youth Centre over the 
weekend, and his trainer said he 
looks good for his upcoming de- 

“Razi^Rmklock. ‘Ibat'fight^ 
scheduled for Nov. 18 in Edmon¬ 
ton, Alberta. 

“He gave his sparring partners 
tremendous physical workouts. 
He is in great physical cenufi- 
tion,’’ trainer Aaron SnowweD 
said. 

Tyson moved his camp to 
Albany Thursday so he amid be 
available for the dimes, said Paul 
Sdria, a Tyson spokesman. 

Tyson was ordered by judge 
Stephen Safranko to hold the 
dimes and pay a $300 fine after 
pleading guilty in August to 
speeding. Tyson originally had 
been ordered to hold the rimics 
by Saturday, but his attorney, 
John Hicks, struck a deal with 
Safranko allowing an extension to 
Monday. Safranko said Tyson 
faced resentencing if he failed to 
hold the clinics Monday. 


S. Korea leads In taekwondo 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
South Korea, the home of taek¬ 
wondo, held the third-day lead in 
the 9fil world taekwondo chain- 


and Hanm Ales of Turkey, who 
lost 3-2 to Chang in the semi¬ 
finals. 

Jang Hyuk in the men’s feath- 


pfonships Wednesday with three • erwright class and Kim So-Young 

_u ___ J.i. and an thn hhmimI, In.ii ...‘.Jii 4T 


gold medals in men’s and 
women’s competition. 

Taiwan’s Chin Yn-Fan stopped 
South Korea’s, gold medal sweep 
Wednesday by ontpofotingMoni- 
ca Torres AmariHa of Mexico 2-0 
in the women’s finweigfat divi¬ 
sion. 

It was Taiwan’s first gold medal 
after two days of pcdiminaiy 
competition that began M onday 
at Seoul’s niamal gymnasium. 
Sita Knmari Rai of Nepal shared 
the bronze medal with Km Jee- 
Hyang of South Korea in the 
under 43-kflogramme class. 

Kwon Tac-Ho of South Korea 
captured the men’s finweight title 
with a decision over Chang Jhng- 
San. The bronze was slimed by 
Juan Moreno of the Umted States 


in the women’s featherweight di¬ 
vision were Sooth Korea’s two 
other gold medan i* * ?, 

In the semifinals, ic™ So- 
Young overpowered Patricia 
Mariscal of Mexico 4-0. the Mex¬ 
ican shared the women’s under 
55-kilogramme bronze with 
Raouel Palacios of Spain. 

In the six-day, eight-category 
competition, 446 taekwondo 
competitions—310 men and 136 
women — from 58 countries are 
battling for 16 titles. 

Taekwondo is an ancient Ko¬ 
rean ttiartial art rating kicks, 
chops and blows. South Korea, 
unbeaten since 1971, is expected 
to win this year’s >«»m tide in the 
Biennial world championships. 


Golz wins cycling classic 


Italy (AP)—West Ger- 
Rolf Golz Tuesday won 


TURIN, 
many’s Rolf 
the MHan-To-Tuxin cycling clas¬ 
sic for the second consecutive 
year, ontsp iintin g Norway’s Erik 
Pedersen, Switzerland’s Tony 
Romfoger and Spain's Marino 
Lejaxreta. 

The four began their final push 
as they raced down the steep 
slope of Sulperga hill on the 
outskirts erf Tttrin. Golz sprinted 
ahead of the othero 200 metres 

fWvm fly, fmtrih t raising his aims in 

triumph as he scared his first 
major win of the season. 

Golz won with an average 
speed of 43.208 kilometre per 


hoar and covered the 214- 
kfiometze mostly flat course in 
four hours, 57 minutes and 10 
seconds. 

Pedersen made a final rush but 
could not dose the distance and 
finished second, followed by 
Ronringer and then Lejarrcta, all 
in the same time as Golz. 

Italy’s Alberto Volpi edged 
Andrew Hampsten of the United 
States for fifth place, 16 seconds 
behind Golz. The pack finished 
58 seconds behind. 

“Now Pm feeling fit at last,** 
said Golz, who suffered from 
bronchitis during die MUan-San 
Remo race in March. 


-TWO FURNISHED FLATS TO LET- 

1 - Second floor, 3 bedrooms, long sitting-dining area, kitchen, 2 
large verandas, 1 glassed, bathroom, 1 W.C., complete 
electrical equipment, telephone, central heating and car 
park. 

2- Hrst floor, same as above, but 2 bedrooms only. 

Location ShmeisanJ, Tyche Hotel area 

Please call teL 601795. 


Soviets open up on drug abuse 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
Union, until recently extremely 
secretive about problems in its 
sports programmes, is now at the 
forefront of the international 
campaig n to fight drug abuse 
among athletes, says a leading 
f!miam»m sports administrator. 

“In the last nine months, the 
Soviets have made absolutely ex¬ 
traordinary admissions about 
athletes testing positive that pre¬ 
viously would have been unheard 
of,” said Lyle Makosky, head of 
the ranarfian delegation to a mul¬ 
ti-national anti-tiopirfg sympo¬ 
sium tint begin in Moscow on 
Tuesday. 

“I know of no other country 
that has niwrfe SUCfa a d ramati c 
shift in such htfie time,” Makosky 
said. 

He said the new openness 
generated in Mo 500 ™ was essen¬ 
tial to the international campaign 
against drug abuse by athletes. 

“In the past, everyone in one 
bloc pointed the finger at the 
other,” Makosky said. “Now you 
have a real acceptance that drug 
abuse is an international 
problem.” 

Many of the world's most ex¬ 
perienced sports officials have 
convened in Moscow to try to 
fo rm a united front against tbe 
misuse erf drags. 


Outrof-conmetition testing, im¬ 
proved education about the dan¬ 
gers of drugs, emphasis on the 
rights and responsibilities of 
athletes and efforts to stop the 
international trade in banned 
substances are being discussed at 
the second world conference on 
anti-doping in sports. 

The meeting, which runs 
through Thursday, will take up 
proposed recommendations for 
out-of-competition testing, de¬ 
signed to catch drug users. 

“Until comparatively recently, 
the only testing for drug abase 
was at major competitions where 
it was known in advance who 
would be tested,” said Sir Arthur 
Gold, chairman of a conference 
working group on the issue. “The 
only people who were ever de¬ 
tected were tbe careless or the 
ill-advised. 

“Drags are rarely abused on 
the day of competitions. So to 
eradicate them, we have to con¬ 
centrate on tbe time when they 
are being abused, such as in the 
early days of training. To do that, 
we need a complete protocol pro¬ 
cedure by which we can do it.” 

Some countries, such as Nor¬ 
way and Sweden, already impose 
national out-of-competition test¬ 
ing. Gold, a former president of 
the European athletic association 


and now chairman of the British 
Olympic association, said others 
had to follow. 

“To be effective, we must have 
'international out-of-competition 
testing,” Gold said. “It’s a wide- 
ranging, complex subject and 
although you can’t test everyone 
all the time, tbe deteirent would 
be there.” 

“It is not easy to accomplish 
and needs time,” he said. “There 
are several problems, but if we 
could get common' agreement 
in, say, the top 25 or 30 countries 
in sports, you would get to where 
a significant part of the anti- 
doping problem lies." 

U.S. hurdler Edwin Moses, a 
member of the IOC athletics 
commission and r-Hamnan of the 
U.S. Olympic committee’s subst¬ 
ance abuse committee, said out- 
of-competition random testing 
was the only way -to solve the 
problem. 

“That's the thrust for defeating 
the doping problem,” be said. 

Moses added that athletes were 
not the only people to blame. 

“We need to be very vigilant to 
make sure that individuals who 
work with our athletes — 
coaches, trainers and sometimes 
even doctors, are not a part of the 
doping problem but instead be¬ 
come part of the solution.” 


' , MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
TORRENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun- and many other 
locations. 

For- more Information 
please call 
Waal Real Estate 
• Tel: 685342, 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A fully furnished apartment with one bedroom. 
Location Samir Rifai Street Zahran Quarter, Jabal 
Amman.' 

Call 628765 


A DOG AND A PARROT 


old 


(Wolf), 


A three month 
licenced. 

Please call Tel. 832841 


healthy, vaccinated, and 


II QUAY’S RACES AT THE ROYAL RACHC CLUB-TUHEW 

I I FIRST RACE 2.50 





FOURTH RACE 3.50 




FOR THIRD CLASS HORSES 



FOR THIRD CLASS HORSES 



DISTANCE 1400 METRES 




DISTANCE 1400 METRES 




Owner 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

Owner 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

1- Hany B Hadeed 

Mashhour 

Owner 

Ahmad 

58 

1- Hany B Hadeed 

Rose 

Owner 

Mousa 

58.5 

2- Safih Mohammad B Assaf 

Tallaa 

Owner 


58 

2- Mmir 0 Hmoud 

B. Rabadan 

Rida 


565 

3- Mohammad Ghareeb 

Araby 

Owner 

Mostafa 

56 

3- Nimir B Hmoud 

B. Shams 

Rida 

Biary 

54.5 

4- fliad A B Hafiz 

J. Diban 

Owner 

Sarny 

54.5 

4- Napa Wasit Bshatet 

Martafel 

Khaireldin 

Rasheed 

565 

5- Samir KhaH Haddad in 

M. Tank 

Owner 

Jamal 

54 

5- Ibrahim Hany Bsharat 

F. Khar 

KhaJrekfln 

Jamal 

56 

6- Misfim Khalaf Kiaffan 

Kassas 

Owner 

Younis 

54 

6- Salim Mohammad A Rawaa 

0 Mayes 

Owner 

Ahmad 

56 

7- Tafib B Nahar 

Nasir 

Owner 


53 

7- Ghazy A Jabir 

M. Saif 

Owner 

Mostafa 

56 

8- TaHb El Nahar 

Badir 

Owner 

Kasim 

53 

8- Oudttallah Marty Hamian 

H. Marty 

Owner 


555 

9- Thamir Mallouh B Fatez 

Sharood 

Owner 


51.5 

9- HJH. Late Shertf Nasir Stable 

Hamdan leh 

Abbas 


54.5 






10- Maraour Anwar B Shalan 

Sallamffi 

Mohsin 

Saad 

53.5 






11- Fawaz Anwar B Shalan 

Aaheer 

ZsJdan 

George 

50 

SECOND RACE 3.10 




12- Nawaf Anwar B Shalan 

Raad 

Zaidan 

Kasim 

50 

FOR BEGINNER HORSES 








DISTANCE 1000 METRES 




FIFTH RACE 4.10 














Owner 

I liimn 

nurse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

FOR THIRD & SECOND CLASS HORSES 


Borican 

Owner 

DISTANCE 1600 METRES 




1- KhaBd Hammad Ayad 


56 






2- Mashhour Faisal A Jnaib 

Shaffat 

Owner 


56 






3- HJ-L Late Sheril Nasir Stable 

Wateah 

Abbas 


54.5 

Owner 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

4- Fated Lazam El Neef 

Jamflii 

Owner 

Mouse 

54.5 




5- Ghaflb Haddadin * 

F. Hanady 

Owner 

Rasheed 

51.5 

1- Kama! Waslf Bsharat 

H. 0 Roman 

Khaireldin 

Rasheed 

62 

6- Fayadh Mohammad Q Assal 

MaJakhlr 

Owner 


51.5 

2- Kama! Wasif Bsharat 

Naamain 

Khaireldin 

Salah 

56 

7- Ghazy A Jabir 

Ashkar 

Owner 

Mostafa 

50 

3- Aty Famed B Saad 

J. El saad 

Khaireldin 

Younis 

59 

8- Nimir B Hmoud 

Dinar 

Rida 

Jama! 

50 

4- Aty Famed B Saad 

Saad Aty 

Khaireldin 

Mostafa 

58 

9- Rated KhaB Haddadtn 

Hanady 

Adnan 

George 

48.5 

5- Na|a Wasif Bsharat 

Wardan 

Khaireldin 

Jemal 

59 

10- NklaJ Barjas B Hadeed 

Samhah 

Owner 

Yousef 

48.5 

6- GhaSb Haddadin 

B TamoUh 

Owner 

SaJamih 

60 






7- Nhrtr 0 Hmoud 

Hattab 

Rida 

Hiary 

58 

THIRD RACE 3.30 




8- Fawaz Anwar 0 Shalan 

9- Mamdouh Anwar 0 Shalan 

Abshir 

Basy 

Zaidan 

Zaidan 

George 

Kasim 

54 

50 

FOR BEGINNER HORSES 







DISTANCE 1400 METRES 














SIXTH RACE 4.30 




Owner 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

FOR THIRD & SECOND CLASS HORSES 

I I 1- Mohammad Harridan B Adwan B Faisly 

Owner 

Ahmad 

56 

DISTANCE 1400 METRES 




2- Khaltd Hammad Ayad 

Shamroukh 

Owner 

Younts 

56 






3- Tahir Salam*i Hammad 

S. Tahir 

Owner 

B Daham 

56 






4- Mohammad Salman Nabutey 

Sabah 

Owner 


54.5 

Owner 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

5- Hassan Aty Daham 

N. Hassan 

Owner 

Htary 

54.5 





6- Mahmoud 0 Adwan 

M. Abduflah 

Owner 

Ahmad 

545 

1- Aty Famed 0 Saad 

F. Noaf 

Khaireldin 

Jamal 

55.5 

7- Yousef Rahal 

Amwaj 

Owner 

Saad 

54.5 

2- Kfflnai Wasif Bsharat 

S. BM 

Khaireldin 

Rasheed 

59 

6- Shteadih Aty Fokara 

F. Rady 

Owner 


545 

3- Zlad Sony Yacoub Madras 

Min Karaam 

Adnan 

George 

59 

9- Shihadili Aty Fokara 

N. Naie! 

Owner 


51.5 

4- NMr 0 Hmoud 

0 Hasna 

Rida 

Hiary 

575 

10- Khalid Nazeeh 0 Abid 

Ghazaflti 

Owner 

Mouse 

545 

5- Nimir B Hmoud 

B Ghoul 

Rida 

Mostafa 

56 

11- Raied Yousef Hamdan 

F. Rated 

Owner 


545 

6- Nimir S Hmoud 

Ffimai 

Rida 


54.5 

12- Abdullah Dewoud 

Ghobar 

Owner 

Jamal 

50 

7- H.H. Late Sharif Nasir Stable 

Sartm 

Abbas 

Anwar 

57 

13- MishaJ Mitieb B Fatez 

Hurra 

Owner 


485 

8- GhaSb Haddadin 

Satek 

Owner 

Salamlh 

56 


_VILLA FOR RENT FOR A DIPLOMATIC- 

CORPS ONLY 

Located in Abdoun and suitable for a diplomatic corps. The villa 
is recently built and consists of 2 floors with 7 bedrooms, salons, 
several bathrooms, 2 kitchens, an annex for maids, well-kept 
garden, and spacious garage for several cars. The villa is 
supplied with the rrpst modem equipment and has a disting¬ 
uished design. It also has internal decorations with a great view 
and ultra deluxe finishings. 


For further 


details 

mi 


lease call 602161 
ators accepted. 


Amman. No 


Foreign Go. Needs: 
Business Manager in Jordan 

Jordanian 

Female 

Fluent in English & Arabic 
Experienced in managing a business 
Masters in Business Mgmnt preferred 
Cost Accounting needed 
Energetic & organised 
Works well with people 

Qualified applicants send resume to: 
P.O. Box 960823 Amman 


FOR RENT 

A studio for rent in Abdoun, fully equipped kitchen. 

For more information required, please contact 
Mlse Abeer at phone no. 666148/666170, from 4-6 
p.m., for 3 days a week (Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday). 


—FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT— 
FOR RENT 

A deluxe furnished apartment in Sweifla, Jabal Amman, Sixth 
Circle in a quiet location, consisting of 4 bedrooms, large salon 
and dining room, big family sitting room, 2 glassed verandas, 
big kitchen, 3 bathrooms, all carpeted, separate telephone, 
garden, garage, centrally heated. 

Contact telephone 773269, 773729 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located between 4th & 5th Circles in a quiet neighbourhood. 
Three bedrooms - 2 living rooms - dining room - 2 baths - 2 
verandas - telephone - T.VWideo player, plus many other extras. 

Call 674286 or 605480 


WANTED 

SECONDHAND SGBTYPE 
SCAFFOLDING/FORMWORK 
MATERIAL 
ANY SIZE PACKAGE 
CONSIDERED 
TOP PRICES OFFERED! 

CONTACT MIKE FISK 
SHARJAH, U.A.E. 

TEL 334870 or 334839 
TELEFAX 331808 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


1) NO WAY OUT 

Show: 338, 5rt5 

2) CRY FREEDOM 

Show: fins, *oo 



rcinema 

Tel: 6341441 


. PHILADELPHIA | 


WHITE 

NIGHTS 


ftrfonneoctt.3-.30. fcOO. gJOJMOp* 



Cinema 




Teb 675571 


STEVEN SPIELBERG AND 
WALT DISNEY STUDIOS 
Present 

who framed 
ROGER RABBIT 

Memeiext 33Q, 6:30, 8*30, lb-JO 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


SUMMER 

JOB 


performances 12t30, 3i30» Sil5, tfc30, 850, 30i3P 
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A Sinhalese wt Amkt lanifa over his weapon to a rebels surrendered since a six-day cease fi re was 
Buddhist monk in the presence of a poifcemao in declared two weeks ago. 

Puttalam, in north-west Sri T.m»ita- At least 869 

Violence rages ahead of 
Colombo'peace conference 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Twenty-one people were killed in 
Sri Lanka, six of their bodies 
found burning on the roadside, 
while political parties prepared to 
meet Thursday to seek peace for 
the island. 

Military sources and residents 
said the bodies of six unidentified 
men were found burning on piles 
of tyres Wednesday at Dodango- 
da, seven kilometres from Kalu- 
tara town in the south. 

According to th AP police 
found the bodies of 80 Sinhalese 
youths bound and shot along a 
road in southern Sri Lanka 
Wednesday. 

The bodies were found along a 


35-kilometre stretch of road be¬ 
tween the towns of Panadura and 
Mataguma in Kalutara district, 40 
kilometres south of Colombo, 
said police officials quoted by the 
AP. 

Sources quoted by Reuters 
could not confirm what the news 
agency said were rumours that 80 
people had been killed in the 
same area by death squads hunt¬ 
ing leftwing rebels. 

The sources said nine others 
were killed and dumped on the 
banks of the Kelani River at 
Hanwella, 30 kilometres south of 
Colombo Tuesday. 

A government statement said 
three rebels and three policemen 


Drugs, debt, Panama to 
dominate Latin summit 


ICA, Peru (R) — Seven Latin 
American presidents were sche¬ 
duled to meet here Wednesday to 
tackle drug problems facing the 
region, the quandary of limited 
progress on debt and the question, 
of what, if any, action to take 
against Panama. 

“The issue (of Panama) will be 
discussed directly by the presi¬ 
dents in lea,” Uruguay’s Foreign 
Minister Luis Barrios Tassano 
told reporters Tuesday after a 
preparatory foreign ministers 
meeting in the northern Peruvian 
city of Trujillo. 

The so-called “group of eight” 
Latin American countries is hold¬ 
ing its third annual summit since 
the regional grouping was formed 
in 1986 to coordinate a position 
on themes such as debt, trade and 
development as well as promote 
democracy within the region. 

In a new spirit of cooperation 
with Washington on narcotics, the 
presidents of the region's three 
major cocaine producers Tuesday 


asked President George Bush to 
hold talks on joint action against 
the drugs lords. 

Presidents Alan Garcia of 
Pern, Jaime Paz Zamora of Boli¬ 
via and Virgilio Baroo of Col- 
■ ombia welcomed Bush’s derision 
last mouth to earmark $8 billion 
to the drugs fight and invited him 
to meet them within 90 days. 

White House spokesman Mar¬ 
lin Fitzwater said in Washington 
that Bush had accepted the in¬ 
vitation for talks but no date or 
place has yet been announced. 

Other leaders of the group, of 
which Bolivia is not a member, 
are expected to join in endorsing 
recent initiatives on drugs at their 
two-day summit at this resort 
town, 300 kilometres south of 
Lima. 

Brazil's foreign minister, 
Roberto de Abreu Sodre, said 
Tuesday the group would declare 
all-out war on drug smuggling, 
which in Colombia has already 
turned into a bloody conflict be¬ 
tween the government and cocaine 


cartels. Other countries fear the 
trade will spread to their areas. 

Less dear is bow strong a 
position the presidents will take 
on Panama, which was suspended 
from the group in February, 1988 
after a military coup and where 
General Manuel Antonio 
Noriega earlier tins month put 
down an army revolt. 

“Some countries want a break 
and others want a severe conde¬ 
mnation of the situation in Pana¬ 
ma,” de Abreu Sodre told repor¬ 
ters during the foreign minis ter* 
meeting in Trujillo. 

Peru’s foreign minister, Guil¬ 
lermo Larco Cox, said Panama’s 
annulment of elections last May 
was “a mockery of democratic 
principles.” 

President Carlos Andres Perez 
of Venezuela said in Caracas 
Tuesday that “the current regime 
lacks all legality and legitimacy.” 
Both Peru and Venezuela favour 
expulsion, diplomatic sources 
said here.. 


U.S. gives refuge to 
Panama dissidents 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Forty-two dissidents were 
brought to the United States for 
protection over the weekend af¬ 
ter last week's aborted coup in 
Panama, the State Department 
said Tuesday. 

In a related development, the 
Bush administration came under, 
heavy criticism for initially telling 
reporters the United States was 
not involved in the foiled attack 
on Genereal Manuel Antonio 
Noriega, then admitting later 
U.S. troops blocked two roads at 
the rebels’ request. 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
famil y members of Major Moises 
Giroldi. who was said to have led 
the move to topple Noriega, were 
among those given refuge. 

She refused to name the indi¬ 
viduals or say where they were 
staying but published reports put 
them in hiding in the Miami area. 
U.S. officials are debriefing the 
Panamanians for details of the 
coup attempt. 

“They were admitted on huma¬ 
nitarian grounds” and are under 
the sponsorship of the U.S. 
Catholic Conference, which,' 
among other things, aids asylees 
and refugees, she told reporters. 

“And I can tell you the U.S. 
Catholic Conference will assist 
them in resettling either tempor¬ 
arily or permanently in the Un¬ 
ited States,” she added. 

' The Immigration and Natur¬ 


alisation Service (INS) is pre¬ 
pared to review applications for 
political asylum if such requests 
are made by the 42 dissidents, 
Tutwiler said. 

Panamanian authorities said 
Giroldi was one of 10 rebels 
killed during the failed coup, 
which was put down by Noriega 
loyalists. Anti-Noriega forces 
have charged that Noriega ex¬ 
ecuted at least a dozen officers, 
including Giroldi. 

Since indicting Noriega on drug 
trafficking charges two years agp, 
the United States has tried to oust 
him from office through econo¬ 
mic sanctions and diplomatic 
pressure. 1 

President Bush publicly en¬ 
couraged Panamanians to revolt 
against Noriega and his adminis¬ 
tration gave limited help to rebels 
last week by blocking the two 
roads that could have been used 
by Noriega loyalists. 

At her daily news briefing, 
Tutwiler insisted there was no 
intent to conceal information 
from the public.•'Events were 
moving fast and U.S. policy 
ivolved manay different people, 
not all of whom kr.ev; v*v;r 
others were doing, she skid. 

When her deputy told repor¬ 
ters Oct. 3 there was no U.S. 
involvement “that was Richard's 
understanding from people that 
we depend on who tell us these: 
things,” she said. 

White House spokesman Mar- 



E. Berlin slams protesters, 
but hopes for talks flicker 


EAST BERLIN (Agencies) — 
East Berlin’s hardline Marxist 
government has stepped np 
attacks on pro-democracy protes¬ 
ters, but hopes of compromise 
flickered in two cities worst hit by 
demonstrations and riots. 

East Germany's Interior Minis¬ 
try said in its first account of last 
weekend’s nationwide protests 
that 103 policemen were injured, 
some seriously, by “rampaging 
hooligans.” 

“Hoolmgans, jumped-up row¬ 
dies and criminal elements 
shouted anti-state slogans and 
attacked police. They threw 
stones, bottles, firebombs and (tit 
out brutally and ruthlessly with 
steel bars and other objects,” the 
statement, read out on evening 
television news, said. 

But the same broadcast 


brought a staidiiig statement of 
qualified sympathy from a leader 
of the workers militia used t* 
break Up protests in cities 
throughout the country- 

Wolfgang Rosch, deputy lead¬ 
er of the Leipzig militia, said he 
decried a protest by up to 70,000 
in bis city Monday night* even 
though It passed off peacefully. 

“But we showed we are ready 
to seek mtocrstaiKlmg.' We have 
our own questions and worries 
that to some extent are the same 
as those of the people who went 
on the streets,” be said. 

One local unit of the Leipzig 
militia warned shortly before 
Monday night's protest in front of 
the central Nikolai church that 
they were ready, to rise, “if neces¬ 
sary with weapon in hand,” to 


fight counter-revolution. 

Tensions eased in nearby Dres¬ 
den, hit by the fiercest rioting of 
the last week, after- news of an 
unprecedented meeting Monday 
between the city’s mayor and 20 
protesters. 

The meeting bore first fruits 
with the release of about 500 
protesters held over the last 

week. Church sources said people 

were also being released in East 
Berlin. 

Dresden's Communist appar¬ 
atus is beaded by First Secretary 
Hands Modrow, who is regarded 
as a leading moderate and seen 

by some as a possible successor to 

77-year-old leader Erich Honeck- 
cr. But it was not dear if he 
played any decisive role in the 

riffrisifln tO hold COUtECtS. 


jpm. mm "e>- —- ~ 

party and government apparatus 
m East Berlin'suggest highjewel 
alarm over the she w size of the 

Leipzig rally—-thebiggestsnee a 
failed anti-Commumst rebellion 

in 1953. 

b » 

Church officials night get some 
idea of 4he thinking of top com¬ 
munist leaders if they are xoiYted 
for talks with East Berlin city 
authorities. Bat East Berlin 
Bishop Gottfried Brack told re¬ 
porters Tuesday night 
“From the government tide, 
there is no sign yet” - 


were killed in separate clashes in 
the 24 hours up to Wednesday 
morning. 

The violence erupted as 21 
political parties were due to 
attend a conference Thursday 
chaired by President Ranatinghe 
Premadasa that will examine 
proposals to end the bloodshed. 

Premadasa has agreed to con¬ 
sider an opposition proposal to 
dissolve parliament and hold 
fresh elections under a caretaker 
government. The proposal is ex¬ 
pected to be platted before the 
conference. 

The leftwing People’s libera-, 
tion Front has been trying to oust. 


Nobel prize doesn’t make everyone happy 


PARIS (R) — French protests 
over the award of the 1989 
Nobel Prize for Medicine to 
two Americans were rejected 
Tuesday by the Nobel Com¬ 
mittee. 

Eminent members of the 
committee, which honoured J. 
Michael Bishop and Harold E. 
Various Monday, dismissed 
complaints that they had over¬ 
looked French scientist Domi¬ 
nique Stehehn. 

France’s government-rnn 
CNRS Research Institute 
issued no formal protest on 
behalf of one of its star scien¬ 
tists but much of the French 
scientific community was in up¬ 
roar, supporting Stehelin V 

Haim that he was mainly re¬ 
sponsible for the 1976 break¬ 
through in cancer research 
mentioned in die Nobel cita¬ 
tion. 

“We have given die prize to 
Bishop and varmus arid think 
it was the right choice,” Jan 


Lindsten, secretary of 
Sweden's Nobel Medicine 
Committee, said in Stockholm.. 

Professor Peter Reichard, 
another member, said die com¬ 
mittee was naturally aware of 
Stehelin's work on cancer re¬ 
search with the 1989 laureates 
in California in the early 1970s. 

“But we came to the dear 
conclusion that Bishop arid 
Vann ns were instrumental in 
the whole procedure. They 
were indispensable while 
Stehelin — and others — were 
not,” he told Reuters. 

Stehelin himself was clearly 
upset. 

“I conceived the experi¬ 
ments, I carried them out 
alone, and I was the first signa¬ 
tory of the two articles in the 
Journal of Molecular Biology 
and in Nature in 1976,” 
Stehelin told the Paris daily Le 
Figaro. 

“I don’t want the Nobel, but 
I do want my work to be 


Extraditables claim 
killing of Journalists 


BOGOTA (AP) — Drug traf¬ 
fickers have claime d responsibil¬ 
ity for killing an administrator 
and circulation manager of a cru¬ 
sading anti-drug newspaper and 
threatened to kill the rest of its 
Medellin staff. 

A magazine journalist and four 
other people also were gunned 
down late Tuesday night in 
Medellin, Colombia’s cocaine 
trafficking capital. 

The killings in Medellin fol¬ 
lowed 13 bombings in three other 
Colombian cities late Monday 
and early Tuesday — the worst 
spate of attacks since the coun¬ 
try’s drug traffickers began open 
warfare with the government 
nearly two months ago. 

Last month, a carbomb ex¬ 
ploded outside the main offices in 
Bogota of the 102-year-old El 
Espectador newspaper, injuring 
scores of bystanders and causing 
extensive damage. 

In a telephone call to El Espec¬ 
tador Tuesday, a man said a 
-group called the extraditables 
would kill the 11 members of the 
paper’s Medellin staff if they did 
not leave the city in three days, 
an editor at die paper said. 

The anonymous caller said 


“the Exfraditables” was responsi- 
* ble for Tuesday’s kfllings of the 

paper’s adminis trator and circula¬ 
tion manager for the city of two 
million, said the editor. 

Drug traffickers have issued 
statements under the name the 
Extraditables. The group’s name 
refers to the vulnerability of 
smugglers to extradition to the 
United States on drug trafficking 
charges. 

In announcing the country’s 
anti-drug campaign, President 
Virgilio Barco reinstituted 
emergency decrees restoring an 
extradition treaty with the United 
States and empowering security 
forces to seize the property of 
cocaine bosses. 

Millions of dollars in property 
allegedly belonging to the traf¬ 
fickers . has since been seized 
then, but only one reputed high- 
level drug figure has been extra¬ 
dited to the -United States. 

Idled within an hour of each.. 
other Tuesday afternoon were El' 
Espectador’s Medellin adminis¬ 
trator, Martha Luz Lopez, 35, 
and its circulation manager for 
the dty, Miguel Soler, 45. Both 
were shot by gunmen travelling on 
motorcycles. 


AB Bof ors still 
Haunts Gandhi 


Manuel Noriega 

lin Fitzwater admitted be was 
wrong when he told reporters 
U.S. forces blocked roads only to 
protect U.S. personnel under 
Panama Canal treaty rights. 

He acknowledged the U.S. ac¬ 
tion “was also requested by 
apparently the wife of Giroldi.” 

The Pentagon disclosed that 
coup leaden at one point argued 
over whether to turn Noriega 
'over to the Unitqd States. . 

Officials have broadened their 
power to fire public workers and 
frozen their wages under new 
laws that an opposition leader 
described as “repressive” steps 
toward a police state. 

A iicve.Tni?^: communique, 
reieubja Tuesday nigiit eiter a 
meeting of the cabinet controlled 
by Noriega, said the government 
also eliminated some government 
bonuses in order to protect “die 
• economy and the national secur¬ 
ity from the aggression of the 
US. government.” 


NEW DELHI, India (AP)—The 
opposition walked out of the Up¬ 
per House of Parliament 
Wednesday after a row with 
members of Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi's party over the latest 
revelations in a multumUi ou-dol- 
lar arms scandal. , 

Opposition members waved- 
copies of a newspaper carrying 
the disclosures and demanded 
that Gandhi answer new reports 

aloging kickbacks were paid in 
the 1986 purchase of artillery 
guns from the Swedish company,- 
AB Bofors. 

Members of Gandhi’s Congress 
Party, who have a 142-100 major¬ 
ity in the Rajya Sabha, or House 
of the Nation, shouted back, 
trying to drown out opposition 
members who chanted “corrupt 
Rajiv Gandhi, resign, resign.” 

Gandhi was not present when 
the Rajya Sabha was thrown into 
turmoil soon after the opening Of 
a special four-day session. 

The opposition legislators 
walked out when the chairman. 
Vice President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma, said he would permit a 
discussion on the newspaper re¬ 
port but would not summon 
Gandhi. 

The Hindu, a Madras-based 
daily newspaper, said in a front¬ 
page story Monday that there was 
new evidence showing that kick¬ 
backs were paid on the Indian 
government’s $1.4-bflfion deal to 


buy guns from Bofors. 

Newspapers have alleged the 
Bofors paid $50 milli on to clinch 
tile contract and that some of the 
money went to senior members of 
Gandhi’s government. Gandhi 
has repeatedly denied the 
charges. 

The allegations were first made- 
in 1967 but have re-surfaced in 
recent months as the usually frac¬ 
tious opposition tries to form a 
coalition in an effort to unseat 
Gandhi in national elections due 
by January. 

The opposition’s efforts to 
focus public attention on the issue 
have included the resignations of 
100 parliament members from the 
542-seat lower house, or Lok 
Sabha, in August. The resigning 
members claimed the ruling Con¬ 
gress Party was using its majority 
to stifle discussion on the Bofors 
gun deal. 

Monday’s article in The Hindu 
said secret portions of a report try 
the Swedish National Audit 
Bureau reveal that at least $31 
million were paid to a Panama- 
based company, whose majority 
owner was the Indian agent of 
Bofors in New Delhi. 

The article said the Indian and 
Swedish governments appeared 
to have colluded in kee ping that 
portion of the report secret and 
releasing a “sanitized” version. 


recognised,” said Stehelin, 
now aged 45 and research 
director at the Pasteur Institute 
in Lille, northern France. 

Bishop and Vanmis, of thfe 
University of California at San 
Francisco, Monday praised 
Stehefin’s c on trib u tion. 

But Bishop said be and Var¬ 
mus conceived the experiments 
which their young French col- 
leagne, then a post-doctoral 
follow, carried out. 

’This is an issue that is de¬ 
bated almost every year and 
will have to be left to the Nobel 
Committee,” Bishop toW a 
news conference, alluding to 
the problem of apportioning 
credit for drawn-out research 
involving numerous scientists. 

Official French sources said 
earlier Tuesday that the CNRS 
(Centre Nationale de la 
Recherche Sdentifique) would 
make a public protest but 
French ire cooled during the 
day. 


. CNRS Director-General 
Francois Kourflsky congratu¬ 
lated Bishop and Varmus while 
tainting Stehelin’s contribu¬ 
tion. 

“Beyond prizes and indi¬ 
vidual rewards, man and socie¬ 
ty are the first beneficiaries (of 
research)” Kourflsky said in a 
statement after a meeting with 
colleagues for several hours. 

The carefully-worded state¬ 
ment appeared to be aimed at 
heading off conflict between 
the Nobel Committee and the 
dominant French scientific in¬ 
stitute which runs 1,300 labor¬ 
atories and employs 17,000 re¬ 
searchers and engineers. 

Peking protests 

Meanwhile, China haspro- 
Cested formally to Norway over 
tiie award of the Nobel Peace 
Prize to tiie “political gangs¬ 
ter” the Dalai Lama, tfae Peo- 
ple’s Daily reported 
Wednesday. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Judge chosen to take Greece to polls 

ATHENS (AP) — Supreme Court President loannis Grivas was 
picked Wednesday to head a service government that -will lead 
Greece to elections in November, only five months after the last' 
voting. The 66 : year-oId Grivas’ appointment came as no surprise 
since he had been frequently mentioned as the likeliest candidate 
to take tiie country to general elections Nov. 5. President Christos 
Sartzetalris summoned Grivas to the downtown Athens presiden¬ 
tial palace where he was handed the mjfndate to put together an 
interim cabinet, an official announcement said. Grivas respected 
for his detailed knowledge of the intricate Greek legal system, 
began his career in 1954 and rose quickly through die judicial 
ranks. 

Typhoon slams Philippines 

MANILA (R) — A powerful typhoon ripped through the 
Philippines Wednesday, killing at feast'26 people and forcing 
60,000 to flee their homes, rescue officials said. President 

■ Corazon Aquino said damage from Typhoon Dan was consider- 
.able and urged the country to unite to face tiie disaster. “Let us 
not waste precious time bickering over political issues,” she said, 
in apparent reference to the divisions caused by the death in 
Hawaii of Ferdinand Marcos. “Let us act promptly in the 
traditional FQipino way — unselfishly and generously,” she 
declared in a press statement, saying she would release emergency 
funds for the typhoon-hit regions. Dan, the second typhoon to hit 
tiie country in six days, sparked floods and landslides, uprooted 
trees and power fines, and forced the closure of schools, 
government offices and Manila airport. It blacked out Manila for 
more than 32 hours. Reports from the Red Cross, government 
officials and the military said at least 85,000 people in Manila and 
six neighbouring provinces had homes damaged or flooded as the 
typhoon left a belt of destruction across the country. 

Police foil IRA escape 

BELFAST (R) — Police have foiled a plot by up to 30 Irish 
nationalist prisoners to blast their way out of a top security jail 
using explosives concealed in shoe heels, security sources said 
Wednesday. Police found balls of the Czechoslovak-made explo¬ 
sive Semtex — powerful enough to blast open doors — in shoes 
belonging to Irish Republican Army (IRA) inmates of the' 
Crumfin road jail in Belfast, the Northern Ireland capital. The 
shoe heels had been hollowed out and bonded together again. All 
570 prisoners were pro mpt ly ordered to remove their socks and 
shoes, and given replacements while 200 officers scoured the 
prison for explosives, guns and ammunition. 

Pope flies to Christian outpost 

MAUMERE, Indonesia (R) — Pope John Paul took a noisy, 
bumpy ride in a military transport plane Wednesday to visit the 

■ Island of FTbwers, a remote Christian outpost at the dusty eastern 
end of Muslim dominated Indonesia. The pontiff, on the third day 
of bis Indonesian tour, island-hopped in two planes to make tiie 
five-hour journey to Fibres, whose 1,3 milHo n population is 85 
per cent Catholic, one of the few regions in the country where 
they are dominant At a mass for 60,000 people at a sweltering, 
dusty football rtadinm on one of Indonesia’s poorest islands, the 
Pope again emphasised Catholic loyalty to the country, which has 
the world’s largest Muslim community. “As Catholics and 
Indonesians, you are taking full part in the life of your country by 
working courageously to promote the common good,” he said at a 
mass held against a backdrop of volcanoes whose huh vegetation 
contrasts with the parched brush of the rest of the . island. 

Ruling gives go-ahead for shuttle 

WASHINGTON (R) — A judge Tuesday gave the go-ahead for 
toe launch of the space shuttle Altantis and its plutonium- 
powered probe Galileo, which anti-nuclear groups argued could 
came a nuclear disaster worse than Chernobyl. The rating 
quashed the first attempt to use the American court system to 
stop a civilian space launch and cleared toe way for blast-off. The 
launch had been scheduled for Thursday but trouble with tiie 
shuttle’s main engine forced the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) to delay the branch for at least five days, 
an official announced Tuesday night. The $1.4 bflfion Galileo, 
containing 48 pounds of plutonium, will be deployed after the 
launch from Cape Canaveral, Florida. It will travel once around 
Venus and twice around Earth before it arrives, at Jupiter in 
December 1995.' 



Tensions have eased in the key 
provincial cities since Monday 
night’s Leipzig rally. Leipzig an-, 
thorities also appear ready to 
-meet protesters. 


Magnum size for 
bigger Americans 

NEW YORK (R) — America’s 
premier condom-maker has de¬ 
cided bigger is better and is now 


men.' Caitcr-WaJlacc, maker of 
Trojans, America’s biggest sell¬ 
ing brand, said its research 
showed that contrary to popular 
wisdom “one size doesn't fit 
all.” So it made magnum, winch 
js 20 per cent bigger than toe 
standard size/“Based on Kinsey 
data, over 70 per cent of men 
could be more comfortable using 
a larger size condom, and infor¬ 
mal studies through our customer 
service dep a rtme n t support this 
need,” Carter products Market¬ 
ing Diretor'Scott Hoyt said. The 
Kmsegr Institute at the University 
of Indiana -carries out surveys of 
sexual habits in the United 
States^ Suggested retail price is 
$1.50 for the three-pack and 
$5.25 for toe 12-pack. 

‘General’s’ tales 
land him in prison 

KANSAS CITY, Kansas (AP) — 
A con man who wooed women, 
with false tales of his exploits as 
the nation’s youngest major- 
general and his work for the CIA 
(Central Intelligence Agency) 
was sentenced to 15 months’ 
psychiatric treatment in a prison 
hospital Tuesday. U.S. District 
Judge Earl E. o’Connor ordered 
Robert S. Lyons, 35, to undergo 
treatment at a medical centre m 
S pri n gfiel d, Missouri, or Roches¬ 
ter, Minnesota. Lyons was also 
fined $500 and placed an proba¬ 
tion for one year. He faced up to 
three years in prison and 
$250,000 in fines. Lyons pleaded 
guilty in July to falsely imperso¬ 
nating a federal officer. ‘Tm sor¬ 
ry for this episode and the entire 
train of events,” the water puri¬ 
fication salesman told the judge. 

Hunter ignores 


Hunter igro 
dead body 


BENTONVILLE, Arkansas 
(AP) — A squirrel hooter de¬ 
layed reporting tiie discovery of a 
body because he feared the en¬ 
suing investigation would spoil 
toe next day’s hunt, a prosecutor 
said. No charges have been filed 
against toe hunter, but the case 
remains under, investigation, said 
Benton County prosecutor David 
Ginger, dinger said charges that 
could be filed include obstruction 
of government operations or 
hindering prosecution. Sheriff 
Andy Lee said Wednesday toe 
hunter who found toe decom¬ 
posed body of Dana Stidbamof 
Centerton Sept. 16, went hunting 

the sheriffcoffKe. Lee declined, 
to identify tiie hunter. “He said if 
be called Sunday morning before 
he went hunting it would mess up 
toe woods, which I think is a very 
bad attitude,” Lee said. ‘Tm not 
at all pleased with the way he 
handled the situation, and Tm 
not sure this is the end of ft.” He 
said he didn’t know how many 
squirrels the hunter had bagged 
during the two days of hunting. 

Thieves walk off with 
pocket-sized Renoir 

BRUSSELS (R) — Thieves 
walked into a Brussels art 
museum and stole a tiny p ainting 
by the French impressionist Au¬ 
guste Renoir while attendants 
were not looking, a museum 
spokeswoman said Thursday. 
Museum staff discovered the 
painting had been removed from 
its frame Wednesday afternoon, 
she said. The museum doors were 
imm ed i ately dosed and police 
searched 300 visitors, but the 
thieves had already escaped. En¬ 
titled “nude”, the painting mea¬ 
sured 16 by 18 centimetres and 
was worth about two million "Bel¬ 
gian francs ($50,000). 
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